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The Housing Affordability Crisis

Australia is experiencing record
population growth as Federal Labor
accelerates high immigration levels.

Australia's net overseas migration
level, which represents the difference
between incoming migrants and out-
going migrants over a lanonth pe-
riod, is expected to be 400,000 in
202223 and 315,000 in 20224.
Pre-pandemic migrant intake gain
was around 235,000 per year.

EAERENERED/
NOENE
HENE ok E

5T |+ g
2 EAEXEN N

/ |$

EXE
Despite population growth driving Growth demand, rather than sup- older suburbs further pushes up
housing distress, Australians are toldply constraints is what is pushing land prices, providing developers
they must accept higher densities inup housing prices.Sy d n e y 8 s anch existhg home owners with
t heir communi ty prices continde eo risé fgom &%% e hiuge windfalls, while new house-
good?ad. and units by between 2%5%. The holds are forced to downsize or

Sustainabl e Popu Mgy RyGe of a}kh?tg‘? I expegtegeprmmute further.

(SPA) briefing note argues that Aus- © e $1.62 million to $1.66 million. " Rental increases and availability
traliados housi ng Housipg affordability aisn Artying aredmpacted by AirBnb and inves-
solved unless there is a slowing ofwidening inequalities of wealth and tors leaving properties unoccupied.
population growth. breaking down social cohesion. Housing construction has not been

S P A @port finds record populaton SPAGs report cal kosstrdined by supmgyuc$ laraion a b |
growth is creating a perfect housing Population policy combined with zoning approvals. Property econo-
storm, worsened by negative gear-tax reform, regulation, investment mist Dr Cameron Murray explains,

ing, capital gains tax discount, first in public housing to address the - it suits property developers to
home buyer grants and underinvest-housing crisis. claim that planning constraints and

ment in social housing. Rapid population feeds speculation red tape cause housing sho_rtages
There are real fears that the housingand drives both densification and b U t they typically
crisis risks a dystopian future of urban sprawl. Buyers also get lessWorth of approved subdivisions

homelessness and rent stress for th@menity for their money than they and slow down their development
nation used to. whenever prices falter, to keep the

The neoliberal framing of housing as Homes in older suburbs increasing- m_arke_t t'ght and hot.

a financial asset rather than a public ly become desirable by comparison Likewise, it pays for property de-
necessity has shaand eommand hdhes tprices| ap & YeOPers to invest heavily in lobby-
social contract which promised dig- result. Rezoning to allow medium "9 for high immigration.

nity and security for all. and high-density developments in

The connection between population
growth 8 driven by high immigration
0 and high housing inflation is $
known to almost everyone in the Dﬁ
property industry but ignored or o b

denied in political circles.



https://amp.abc.net.au/article/102281798
https://amp.abc.net.au/article/102281798
file:///C:/Users/Jhttps:/population.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/housing-crisis-and-population-briefing-note-final1.pdfanine/Documents/Custom Office Templates
https://population.org.au/briefing-notes/the-housing-crisis-is-a-population-growth-crisis/
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https://www.facs.nsw.gov.au/providers/housing/affordable/about
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2023/apr/13/rose-jackson-social-housing-warning-sydney-suburbs
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2023/apr/13/rose-jackson-social-housing-warning-sydney-suburbs
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2023/apr/13/rose-jackson-social-housing-warning-sydney-suburbs
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2023/apr/13/rose-jackson-social-housing-warning-sydney-suburbs
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2023/apr/13/rose-jackson-social-housing-warning-sydney-suburbs
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Ku-ring-gai DCP Housekeeping Review

Ku-ring-gai Council is currently seeking comment from the community on the
Ku-ring-gai Development Control Plan (DCP) housekeeping review for the dead-

Nursing Service has vacated line of 9 August, 2023 . A number of amendments are being proposed to strength-
this community health centre. €N the DCP. It will be important for as many submissions are received as possi-
The failure to maintain Ple. FOKE will send members some points to put in submissions.

Hi | lGwd eelwl ect i on
buildings, that are locally
heritage listed, and to have
allowed them to become run
down is appalling. The new
Minister for Health, Mr Ryan
Parker has indicated that he is
considering the future use of
this site, including alternative
uses t o de-telatede
servicesao. Let
code for more high rise .

Ku-ring-gai Town Hall and
Presbytery, Pymble

Council has
announced it is reallocating
$485,900 from its Capital
Works program to refurbish
this State Heritage listed
Council property. This now
brings into question whether
Council is going to proceed
with its reclassification & sale.

Ku-ring-gai

Secret Park, Pymble

Council is proposing to
reclassify and sell off this
community land near the Ku
ring-gai Town Hall and
Presbytery. A resident group
has formed to fight to retain
this park.

Marian St Theatre, Killara

Ku-ring-gai Council continues
to explore feasibility options
for the Marian Street Theatre.

Yet with escalating costs there
are fears that the only way
Council can pay for a new
theatre is to increase rates or
sell Marian Street Theatre off.

Lindfield Hub Project

Council is updating the
Arboricultural Report and the
Flora & Fauna Assessment.

Sydney Turpentine Ironbark
Forest (STIF) a critically
endangered ecological

community on this site and is
keen to replant STIF on the
new development on the site.

FOKE

KU -RING -GAl

AUSTRALIAN

HERITAGE FESTIVAL

2023 F e st iinggdi GedRegidns|,

Heritage hi
was an outstanding success. Fully booked. Fully in awe of just how rich Ku
ringgai 6 s geol ogical, environment al aind c

Over four weekends in mid 2023 Dr John Martyn, Angus M. Robinson and Dr

Peter Mitchell OAM shared their knowledge, expertise and commitment to

F OK E 6 sringkyai GeoRegion project. They led tours explaining why Ge-
otrails are important for West Pymbl eds
Field and Turramurrads Shel don Forest.
the Australian Association of Bush Regeneratore&\ABR) for her promotion of

these walks that brought community and bush regenerators together.

FOKEG6s GeoRegi on p mgeplpgical tbiologieat amdjcaltiural e s
forces that have shaped t he uniqueandrare n
flora and fauna. Read more about it on thEOKE website.

t he
Sy

50th Anniversary of World Environment Day

When World Environment Day was first celebrated in 1973 it promised a new

era of environmental protection for the planet. Yet the environment continues

to collapse due to overpopulation and ineffective environmental protections.
Since 1973 global population has doubled from four billion to eight billion and
Australiads population has doubl ed| fr
tion and consumption growth continues to accelerate our climate and biodiver-
sity extinction crisis.

(0]

Ku-ring-gai is a place of high biodiversityKu-ring-g a i Councilds St
ronment Report 20172021 outlines this with Ku-ring-gai 6 s t hr ee [ nat i
119 bushland reserves, nationally significant remnant Blue Gum High Forest

and Sydney Turpentine Ironbark Forest, over 800 recorded native plant species
(including 18 threatened species) and over 690 species of native animals
(including more than 10 threatened species). Yet despite the evidence of this
extraordinarily high biodiversity Ku-ring-gai 6 s bi odi ver si tly coa
from the impacts of population growth, urban density and the accelerating glob-

al climate and biodiversity crisis.

Fifty years have passed since the first World Environment Day. We now know

so much more about ecosystemis they are highly complex, connected, ex-
traordinarily fragile and vulnerable to extinction. We also know that when onée

part of the environment is damaged it impacts elsewhere. So when¥ing-g ai. 6 s
environment is damaged so too are ot her


https://www.foke.org.au/ku-ring-gai-georegion-study-a-major-step-forward/
file:///C:/Users/Janine/Downloads/State-of-the-Environment-Report-2017-2021.pdf
file:///C:/Users/Janine/Downloads/State-of-the-Environment-Report-2017-2021.pdf
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Fighting FOR Natural Turf Fighting FOR Bushfire Safety

Community ©6town h-@nb-gadTowneallt28 Juge aComninity meeting at North Turramurra Bowling Club, June 2023
2023 where over 120 residents listened to 10 expert speakers.

A community o6town hall & aThe Royah Commissionriete Nationay NatulsDisasn d -
ingly challenged the legitimacy of a Kuing-gai Coun-. 't er s recommended governments
cil decision to approve a synthetic playing field on the | er present and future natural disaster risk when making
Norman Griffiths Oval, Bicentennial Park,West Pym-  land-use planning decisions for new developments".

ble on 23 June, 2023. Yet two developments in Kuring-gai, both located in

areas mapped high bushfire prone, raispiestions as to

Qver 100 residents fllled'the Kumg-gal Town Hall to .the §f‘fic cy of the current bushfire risk assessments and
listen to experts advocating for ad n ggth ast i ¢ 3

. ' ’the detisions taken to deliver development against the

for community ovals because of the health and envi- . .
) risks to human life and property.

ronmental dangers that synthetic turf pose.
. . . The North Turramurra Action Group (NTAG ), sup-
E:]e é\'s\t,lé'}a:hTeu|2 Az;lll;fmngli_:ﬁw_su;)p;ortmg g Shr?l-c i ;t]orci)ed by hundreds of local residents, vocally opposed
i gt install gth 3,[/ field 9 ?h N Grif the® devel p?ngnt application for a 30@pectator foot-
?'ﬂn ° mls all syn e_lcl 1€ ks onh_ € (I)rman fl -d ball grandstandfacility to allow A league matches and
Iths OVQ’. Bicentennial Park. ~This oval is surround- -+ oefices at the North Turramurra Recreation Area
ed by critically er_1dar_1gered Sydney Turpentine Iro_n- (NTRA) on Bobbin Head Road citing bushfire risk as a
_bark Forest and 'S.S'teld ablc()ve Quarry Creek flowing major objection. With hundreds of residents from aged
into Lane Cove National Park. care facilities, a hospital and school to evacuate in case
However, just as the Land & Environment Court was | of a bushfire it was surprising that this development
about to set a hearing date, Kuing-gai Council sur- ' application was approved by Council..
prised everyone by reissuing ampdated Review of
Enviornmental Factors (REF) that the community
have been asking for since April 2023ret another ex-
ample of questionable governance and due pro-
cess2Why must the community take court action, cost-
ing thousands of dollars raised by hundreds of con-
cerned ratepayers, to force Kwing-gai Council to start
listening to residents?

In Killara, Lourdes Retirement Village is also located
in high bushfire prone bushland. A proposal is current-
ly under assessment to spaezone the site for a seven
st or ey (aetirementividagel afong 63 two and
three storey townhouses to be built in theflame
zoneadjacent the bush. There are questions as to
whether the Rural Fire Services (RFS) has done due
diligence in its assessment.

The Land and Environment Court will hear the case Ku-ring-gai Council is stringently opposed to the devel-

Sf Naturil G_r ass at I\(l:orma_r; Gr|f1‘2|thds Igc d(';Gfr':li) opment. We are yet to see if the Department of Plan-
Ersus muring-gal L.ounci on 2nd, or th Au- ning and its Sydney North Planning Panel approves

gust, 2023. The hearing will occur around a month | o, 1qes rezoning proposal If approved this will set a
before the synthetic surface is scheduled to be 'nSta”e'jnegligent precedent for Kuring-gai and all of NSW.

at Norman Griffiths Oval. If the Land & Environment
finds in favour of the Natural Turf Alliance, it will be a' | With big fires predicted for 2023-2024 are the plan-
landmark case, not just for Kuring-gai, but for resi- ning authorities prepared to risk lives lost from dead-
dents across NSW who want to keep their safe, greer ly fires?

natural turf.



