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FOKE Talk  

Developers are now bypassing  
Ku-ring-gai Council and have their 
proposals assessed by the NSW 
Housing Delivery Authority (HDA). 

We now know of NINE State Signifi-

cant Development (SSD) Applica-
tions on the NSW Government Plan-
ning Portal: 

• 3-9 Park Avenue, Gordon 

• Woodside & Highgate Road,  

Lindfield 

• 21-27 Roseville Avenue and 16-24 
Lord Street, Roseville 

• 2-8 Highgate Road, Lindfield 

• 27-29 Tryon Road, Lindfield 

• 12-16 Bent Street, Lindfield 

• 59-63 Trafalgar Avenue 1A & 1B 

Valley Road, Lindfield 

• 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14 & 16 Pockley 

Avenue, Roseville 

• 2-4 Larkin Street & 1-5 Pockley 

Avenue, Roseville 

The nine proposals will yield  

approximately 1100 new homes. 

Communities only learn of the pro-
posals when they are contacted by 
the Department of Planning or the 
developer. 

The HDA will consider Expres-
sions of Interest projects worth 
more than $60 million.  The EOI is  
then decided by the panel of three if 
they are to be processed as State 
S i g n i f i c a n t  D e v e l op m e n t s .   
Planning Minister Scully gives the 
final approval. 

Ku-ring-gai Council is yet to  
announce the alternate TOD  
scenario.  In the meantime nine 
SSDs are progressing.   

These EOI proposals currently 

before the Department are for 8-10 

storeys.  They all have an afforda-

ble housing component.  They are 

adjacent to single and two storey 

homes. 

Ku-ring-gai Council’s Director of 
Strategy and Environment stated 

We now ask what is the point of   

Ku-ring-gai Council’s TOD alter-

native scenario plans if SSD pro-

posals can bypass Council for ap-

proval?    

We also understand that these SSD 
proposals are not restricted to the 
TOD areas. 

Premier Chris Minns established the 
HDA in November 2024 to fast 
track new homes and bypass local 
councils.  The process is undemo-
cratic and prioritises high-density 
development before environmental, 
heritage and community concerns.   

The process allows developers to 
apply to have their projects assessed 
by the HDA.  The HDA is a panel 
of three bureaucrats—Planning De-
partment Secretary Kiersten 
Fishburn, Premier’s Department 
secretary Simon Draper and Infra-
structure NSW chief executive Tom 
Gellibrand.  This panel of bureau-
crats are only accountable to the 
Premier and not the community. Continued on page 3 

Alternative scenarios. What was the point? 
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https://foke.us21.list-manage.com/track/click?u=61dbcb1c427727f4687a8dac4&id=9910cb9267&e=4a326ae6fe
https://foke.us21.list-manage.com/track/click?u=61dbcb1c427727f4687a8dac4&id=9910cb9267&e=4a326ae6fe
https://www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/major-projects/projects?status=All&lga=64&development_type=All&industry_type=All&case_type=All&page=0
https://www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/major-projects/projects?status=All&lga=64&development_type=All&industry_type=All&case_type=All&page=0
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

FRIENDS OF   

KU-RING-GAI  

ENVIRONMENT INC. 

Established 1994 

PO Box 584 Gordon NSW 2072 

Tel: 9416-9007 
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Vice-President:  Janine Kitson 

Treasurer: Tanya Wood 
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Committee: :Christiane Berlioz, 

Joy Bryan, Ursula Bonzol,  

Carolyn Darby, Janet Harwood,  

Denise Hendy, Dinah Warner 

 

Facebook:  

Friendsofkuringgai   

ADVANCE NOTICE FOKE 
AGM 

The FOKE AGM will be on 

WED 21 May 2025 
Killara Uniting Church Hall, Killara 

7.30 pm 

Dear Members 

Towards the end of last year, 
residents were yet again 
called on to prepare submis-
sions on five TOD alternative 
scenarios, followed by dual 
occupancy preferred size on 
the eve of the Christmas and 
January school holidays.   

Yet while Ku-ring-gai Council 
was diligently trying to find 
alternative scenarios as part 
of the mediation for the legal 
action it took against the 
NSW Government, Premier 
Minns and Planning Minister 
Scully were transforming the 
NSW Planning System into a 
developer driven machine 
that utterly disregards com-
munity consultation.  

Every Ku-ring-gai suburb is 
now affected by that 
’developer driven planning’ — 
either by the TOD, the Low to 
Mid-Rise Housing (Manor 
Houses, Townhouses) or du-
al occupancy.  All can, 
(excluding dual occupancy) 
have a 30% uplift for afforda-
ble housing, allowing addi-
tional storeys.   The only 
homes spared of Minns’ pro-
posals is land zoned C4 (high 
bushfire prone land), flood 
prone land and heritage 
homes. Yet, when Ku-ring-gai 
is known as one of the most 
fire prone LGAs—it is a plan-
ning farce.  

In continuing its advocacy for 
greater ecological sustainabil-
ity in planning for Ku-ring-gai 
FOKE’s evidence was 
acknowledged in NSW Legis-
lative Council Portfolio Com-
mittee No. 7 Report Planning 
system and the impacts of 
climate change on the envi-
ronment and communities.  
FOKE has also written sub-
missions for Ku-ring-gai 

Join FOKE Now! 

www.foke.org.au 

Federal  
Environmental Issues 

FOKE will be preparing a ques-

tionnaire for 2025 Federal elec-

tion candidates, seeking their 

views on: 

 Reviewing the Environment 

Protection & Biodiversity Con-

servation Act to enact stronger 

laws protecting Ku-ring-gai’s 

critically endangered   Blue 

Gum High Forest & Sydney 

Turpentine-Ironbark Forest. 

 Establishing a robust, inde-

pendent federal environmental 

protection agency to tackle 

biodiversity extinction, habitat 

destruction, pollution & waste 

Council’s ‘Affordable Housing 
Policy’ and ‘Green Grid Strate-
gy’.  Both submissions can be 
read on FOKE’s website.  

We congratulate the 2024 
Lindfield East and Lindfield 
Primary School recipients of 
the Jan Langley Sustainability 
Award and Jean Posen Envi-
ronment Award, which are fea-
tured on page 4 of our news-
letter.  

We also congratulate Vice 
President Janine Kitson on be-
ing recently awarded and pre-
sented by Matt Cross MP “The 
Government of New South 
Wales Community Service 
Award”.  A highly deserved 
accolade for Janine’s tireless 
work given over many years to 
a variety of environmental and 
community organisations. 

Please save the FOKE AGM 
date - WED 21 May at 7.30 
pm, Killara Uniting Church 
Hall, Five Ways Killara. 

Please join FOKE for its 2025 
Australian Heritage Festival 
events. Booking details are on 
page 4.  This year we are fo-
cusing on the environment & 
heritage impacts of Transport 
Oriented Development (TOD) 
areas – Roseville, Lindfield, 
Killara and Gordon. 

Kind regards 

Kathy 
PRESIDENT 

https://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/lcdocs/inquiries/2987/Report%20No.%2024%20-%20PC7%20-%20Planning%20system%20and%20the%20impacts%20of%20climate%20change%20on%20the%20environment%20and%20communities.PDF
https://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/lcdocs/inquiries/2987/Report%20No.%2024%20-%20PC7%20-%20Planning%20system%20and%20the%20impacts%20of%20climate%20change%20on%20the%20environment%20and%20communities.PDF
https://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/lcdocs/inquiries/2987/Report%20No.%2024%20-%20PC7%20-%20Planning%20system%20and%20the%20impacts%20of%20climate%20change%20on%20the%20environment%20and%20communities.PDF
https://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/lcdocs/inquiries/2987/Report%20No.%2024%20-%20PC7%20-%20Planning%20system%20and%20the%20impacts%20of%20climate%20change%20on%20the%20environment%20and%20communities.PDF


 

 

 

 in reply to FOKE questions on the 
HDA and SSD: 

“The $60 million threshold you refer 
to is, to the best of my knowledge, 
Capital Investment Value only, not 
land value. That is not a particularly 
high bar. 

Council approval of a TOD alterna-
tive is irrelevant until such time as the 
State Government gazettes it by way 
of a SEPP amendment replacing the 
existing TOD provisions. 

Council is currently discussing what 
transitional arrangements might ap-
ply, though ordinarily, planning in-
struments would contain a provision 
preserving development applications 
that had been lodged, but not assessed, 
prior to gazettal. None of the 9 SSDs 
in the system are at that stage as yet. 

The gazetted TOD boundary is on the 
DPHI planning portal and does not 
include heritage items, though it does 
include HCAs.” 

Please contact FOKE if you know 
a bo u t  a  S S D  n e ar  y ou  
info@foke.org.au 

ter, environment and heritage.  The 

Australian way of life, with its back 

yards, trees, birds and wildlife, open 

space, neighbourhood charm, faces 

extinction. No suburb is safe.  

Nor are their guarantees that the mid-

to-high rise apartments will be 

affordable, well-designed, climate 

resilient or soundly constructed. 

The costs of infrastructure to support 

his population surge will be stagger-

ing.  

Where will the money come from to 

fund the additional schools, hospitals, 

ambulances, open space, parks, play-

grounds, sporting facilities and other 

services needed for such a huge popu-

lation increase?   

No economic analysis has been pro-

vided by the NSW Government.  

There are real fears that these plans 

will overwhelm NSW’s services and 

push the state towards bankruptcy. 

Urge your  MPs & Councillors to re-

think the NSW Government’s ‘one size 

fails all’ planning policies.  These 

flawed polices will:  

• Undermine local democracy 

• Deliver poor planning outcomes with 

no community benefit  

• Worsen the climate crisis by reducing 

tree canopy and intensifying  Greater 

Sydney’s dangerous ‘heat island effect’  

• Lack essential infrastructure & services  

• Gridlock roads with traffic chaos 

• Fail to address the  housing affordabil-

ity crisis. 

Write now and urge decision makers 

to protect our heritage and environ-

ment for safe and resilient future.    

• Matt Cross MP Davidson 

davidson@parliament.nsw.gov.au   

• Alister Henskens SC MP Wahroonga 

wahroonga@parliament.nsw.gov.au   

• Paul Fletcher MP for Bradfield 

Paul.Fletcher.MP@aph.gov.au  

• Ku-ring-gai Councillors:  

Councillors@krg.nsw.gov.au 

• NSW Premier Chris Minns  

office@premier.nsw.gov.au  

• NSW Planning Minister Paul Scully  

office@scully.minister.nsw.gov.au   

• NSW Housing Minister Rose Jackson 

office@jackson.minister.nsw.gov.au 

 Seniors Living  SSD 

Wahroonga 

Urgent submissions are needed 

for a State Significant Develop-

ment (SSD) proposal: the United 

Protestant Association’s Seniors 

Housing Development (SSD—

73603959) at 1610, 1614-1634  

Pacific Highway & 5 Munderah 

Street, Wahroonga.  

Over a four-year construction 

period, this project will cause 

massive traffic impacts, espe-

cially from construction trucks 

entering and exiting the Pacific 

Highway at Wahroonga. View 

the application on the NSW 

Planning Portal Submission  

Deadline: MON 31 March 2025 

while embedding ecologically 

sustainable development & inter-

generational equity.  

 Urgently addressing climate 

change, with 2024 the warmest 

year on record at  the warmest 

year on record at 1.22°C above 

pre-industrial levels. 

 Exploring federal support for  

National Heritage recognition of 

Ku-ring-gai’s 20th Century do-

mestic architecture, Heritage 

Conservation Areas and Blue 

Gum High Forest 

 Implementing urgent Recovery 

Plans for Ku-ring-gai’s threat-

ened species. 

6.Promoting urban planning princi-

ples that safeguards Australia’s 

natural, built & cultural heritage. 

 Introducing federal measures to 

resolve the housing crisis through  

public housing, taxation & in-

vestment reform & sustainable 

immigration levels.  

‘Wild West’ Developer Led Planning for NSW 

The NSW Government’s reckless, 

undemocratic ‘one size fails all’ 

policies are dismantling the integri-

ty of NSW’s planning system.  This 

threatens not only NSW’s built & 

natural environment but also the 

safety and well-being of future gen-

erations.  

We are now entering a dangerous 

‘Wild West’ era of planning where 

‘anything goes’ and masked by a 

jumble of new acronyms like 

TODs, LMRH, HDA & SSDs. 

Even more alarming is talk of 

‘bipartisan reform’ to the NSW 

Environmental Planning and As-

sessment Act, 1979 (EP&A Act ). 

Massive high-rise rezonings are 

underway, targeting low-density  

suburbs across Greater Sydney - the 

Central Coast, Lower Hunter, 

Greater Newcastle & Illawarra-

Shoalhaven.  These changes will 

obliterate Sydney’s unique charac-

Continued from page 1 
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Join Friends of Ku-ring-gai Environment’s guided walks through Ku-ring-
gai’s interwar garden suburbs that have been targeted as Transport Orient-
ed Developments (TODs).  

Marvel at their stunning 20th century domestic architecture, set in a land-
scape of heritage conservation areas and remnant Blue Gum High Forest - 
a place of outstanding natural and built heritage which the National Trust 
(NSW) first classified in 1997.  

Learn how the Transport Oriented Development (TOD), the Housing  
Delivery Authority (HAD) and other NSW Government planning policies 
now threaten to permanently and irreversibly erase Ku-ring-gai’s heritage 
and environment.  

For over thirty years FOKE has raised the alarm over NSW Govern-
ment’s urban consolidation policies.   

Just as Jack Mundey and the Green Bans movement fought to preserve 
Sydney's heritage in the 1970s, we now face a new challenge in protecting 
Ku-ring-gai’s heritage and environment. 
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FOKE 

Heritage Festival 

FOKE Heritage Walks—Heritage in Peril 

Join FOKE’s walks that celebrate the Australian Heritage Festival   

Roseville, Lindfield, Killara & Gordon  

 
Jean Posen  

Environment 

Award 2024 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to award winner 

Eric Li  who enthusiastically vol-

unteers at the Lindfield East PS 

Eco Garden.  He helps water, 

weed, compost, the school’s gar-

den beds as well as clean the box-

es where the chicken lay their 

eggs and then sell the garden’s 

harvest at the school stall. 

Jan Langley, was a former Lind-

field East Public School parent 

who volunteered for the school as 

well as being on the FOKE Com-

mittee for many years because of 

her commitment to sustainability.  

Jan Langley  

Sustainability 

Award 2024 

Congratulations to Devansh from 

Lindfield Public School who was 

the 2024 recipient of Jean Posen 

Environment Award . This award  

goes to a student who exhibits 

passion, enthusiasm and a general 

commitment to improving sus-

tainable practices and caring for 

the school environment.  The 

Award remembers Jean Posen, 

long standing FOKE Committee 

member & passionate advocate 

for protecting Ku-ring-gai’s envi-

ronment.  

Gordon: Sunday 4 May 2025   
9.45 am for 10 am start. Finish at 12.15pm      
Meet on Gordon Railway Station over-

bridge—near lift & WW1 Memorial 

Bookings:  Humanitix. Wear comfortable 

shoes & bring water.   

Killara: Saturday 3 May 2025  
9.45 am for 10 am start. Finish at 12.15pm      

Meet on Killara Railway Station over-

bridge—near lift. Bookings: Humanitix  
Wear comfortable shoes & bring water.   

Lindfield: Sunday 27 April 2025  
9.45 am for 10 am start. Finish at 12.15pm      

Meet on Lindfield Railway Station over-

bridge—near lift. Bookings:  Humanitix   

Wear comfortable shoes & bring water. 

Roseville: Saturday 26 April 2025  
9.45 am for 10 am start. Finish at 12.15pm      

Meet on Roseville Railway Station over-

bridge—near lift. Bookings:  Humanitix   

Wear comfortable shoes & bring water.   

 

http://enews.nationaltrust.com.au/t/r-l-tjilvyd-bkljkdjirh-j/
https://events.humanitix.com/gordon-in-peril?_gl=1*258cax*_gcl_au*NzQ1OTk5MzM0LjE3MzkyNzE2NjE.*_ga*MjY5OTY0MzQ2LjE3MDI2NjQyODc.*_ga_LHKW5FR9N6*MTc0MjI3MTE4My4xMTkuMS4xNzQyMjc1MzM4LjMuMC4w
https://events.humanitix.com/killara-heritage-in-peril?_gl=1*pz5brn*_gcl_au*NzQ1OTk5MzM0LjE3MzkyNzE2NjE.*_ga*MjY5OTY0MzQ2LjE3MDI2NjQyODc.*_ga_LHKW5FR9N6*MTc0MjI3MTE4My4xMTkuMS4xNzQyMjc0ODQ1LjQuMC4w
https://events.humanitix.com/lindfield-heritage-in-peril?_gl=1*175xj6s*_gcl_au*NzQ1OTk5MzM0LjE3MzkyNzE2NjE.*_ga*MjY5OTY0MzQ2LjE3MDI2NjQyODc.*_ga_LHKW5FR9N6*MTc0MjI3MTE4My4xMTkuMS4xNzQyMjc0MzEzLjEyLjAuMA..
https://events.humanitix.com/roseville-heritage-in-peril?_gl=1*11xz7td*_gcl_au*NzQ1OTk5MzM0LjE3MzkyNzE2NjE.*_ga*MjY5OTY0MzQ2LjE3MDI2NjQyODc.*_ga_LHKW5FR9N6*MTc0MjI3MTE4My4xMTkuMS4xNzQyMjczNTMwLjE3LjAuMA..

