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FOKE Talk  

2026 will see the beginning of the 

dramatic transformation of Ku-ring-

gai from a place of trees to a place of 

to concrete, high rise, traffic gridlock 

and environmental and heritage 

degradation.  

Ku-ring-gai Councillors voted, behind 

closed doors, to pass their Alternative 

plan to the Transport Oriented 

Development (TOD) for Gordon, 

Killara, Lindfield and Roseville with 

heights ranging from 10-28 storeys. 

Regretably, also behind closed doors, 

they abandoned the legal action 

against the NSW Government. This 

was the one and only bargaining chip 

left to stop the State Significant 

Developments spot rezonings under-

mining Council’s plan utterly. 

NSW Labor and NSW Liberal are 

now on a unity ticket with the 

new Environmental Planning and 

Assessment Amendment (Planning System 

The new planning laws have 

abandoned any semblance of 

community input on how their sub-

urbs will be planned.  The new laws 

are more centralized, open to 

and corruption and abandon 

principles to protect the environment 

and heritage. 

The Environmental Defenders Office 

has criticised the new Planning laws 

that Labor and Liberal supported.  It 

was refreshing to attend Jacqui 

Scruby’s, Independent MP for 

Pittwater, public meeting where she 

expressed opposition to the new 

legislation, and explained how the 

Low to Mid-Rise Housing would 

impact the Northern Beaches. 

We need a NSW Government in 
2027—one who will stand up to 
developers and go back to support-
ing their key role in listening to and 

representing the community. 

Reforms) Act 2025. 

Not only is Ku-ring-gai in  a dire 

situation but the new planning 

legislation will impact on every 

suburb across NSW and overwhelm 

communities with unsustainable 

growth. 

Both NSW Labor and NSW Liberal 

are using the “Housing Crisis” as an 

excuse to push high rise for 

developers.  The results will be 

unliveability, traffic choked roads, 

overwhelmed sewerage infrastructure, 

pressure on water and energy, along 

with extreme and dangerous heat 

sinks as a result of  increasing 

temperatures and loss of urban 

forests. 

The development industry has 

become so powerful that they are 

dictating to NSW Planning what they 

want. 
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Dear Members 

We hope our Mailchimp 
Enews communications this 
year have been helpful in 
updating you with the work 
and activities for which 
FOKE has been involved in. 
State Significant Develop-
ment submissions have cer-
tainly kept us very busy. 

In this newsletter edition we 
discuss the impact that State 
Government and Council 
Plans that will have on Ku-
ring-gai. 

FOKE is now on continual 
watch for and making sub-
missions to the State Signifi-
cant Transport Oriented De-
velopments in-fill develop-
ment applications which 
have been lodged on the 
NSW Government Major 
Projects Portal since Febru-
ary this year and as recently 
as December 2025.   

We are also closely monitor-
ing and making submissions 
to the State Significant De-
velopments (SSDs) being 
assessed by the Sydney 
North Planning Panel 
(SNPP).  Three of which 
have been determined and 
refused by the SNPP.  Three 
SSDs have also com-
menced legal action with the 
NSW Land and Environment 
Court (L&EC). FOKE has 
given evidence based on our 
submissions to two L&EC 
conciliation hearings in the 
last few weeks. 

To date 37 State Significant 
Development applications 
have been lodged on the 
major projects portal. In total 
this will approximately yield 
5000 new apartments within 
Roseville, Lindfield, Killara 
and Gordon.  FOKE has 

made submissions on a signifi-
cant number of the 37 currently. 

Since NSW Planning Minister 
Scully’s gazettal of Council’s 
TOD Alternative Plan in Novem-
ber, the Major Projects Portal is 
indicating that several of the 
SSDs which seemed to have 
stalled are now indicating that 
they are getting closer to being 
decided by the Department of 
Planning and/or Minister.  With 
the State Government’s desper-
ation to fast-track housing de-
velopments, we are concerned 
some decisions will be an-
nounced before the end of the 
year. 

In September 2025, the State 
Government made changes to 
the Community Participation 
Plan which now only allows for 
a 14-day public exhibition peri-
od for in-fill affordable SSDs, 
reduced from a 28-day public 
exhibition period.  The change 
by the NSW Government is 
clearly designed to fast track 
developments and minimise 
public participation and consul-
tation. 

We wish you all a very Happy 
Christmas and a safe, fulfilling, 
and healthy 2026. 

Kind regards 

Kathy 

 Our very best  

wishes  

to you and  

your family for a   

Merry Christmas 

and a 

Happy New Year! 

Contact FOKE if you can help at  

markets. Contact: info@foke.org.au 

FOKE at Gordon Markets  

FOKE’s latest flyer 

Contact FOKE if you can help  

letterdrop. Contact: info@foke.org.au 

DON’T SELL HILLVIEW 
The Minns Government has announced it 

will sell Hillview Community Health Cen-

tre, 1334 Pacific Highway, Turramurra by 

selling this 10,000m2 heritage conserva-

tion site to private property developers. 

This land was purchased by the NSW 

Government in the 1970s for strategic 

health, road and transport reasons. We 

need this open space/heritage site/ com-

munity facility more than ever! 

Write to Chris Minns at: 

https://www.nsw.gov.au/nsw-

government/premier-of-nsw/contact-premier  



 

2025 has been a very productive year 

for the Ku-ring-gai GeoRegion project 

that highlights Ku-ring-gai’s region for 

its world class geology, significant flora 

and fauna and cultural heritage.  

With FOKE’s Steering Committee 

working with the National Parks & 

Wildlife Service (NPWS), and Horns-

by, Ku-ring-gai and Northern Beaches 

councils we will soon be introducing  a 

additional interpretative signs and im-

proved geotrails. 

We are grateful to the Bendigo Bank 

who has given us another grant this 

year to support the production of a 

GeoRegion brochure for libraries and 

schools. The 2024 grant allowed the 

development of our dedicated GeoRe-

gion website, which, we are pleased to 

say, has been receiving  many acco-

lades. 

A revitalised West Head Geotrail has 

been funded by the Foundation for 

National Parks and Wildlife, jointly 

with the Geological Survey of NSW, to 

improve and specify all important as-

pects for visitors regarding West Head. 

We anticipate this being completed by 

mid 2026.  

We have received funding from the 

NSW Government jointly with Ku-ring

-gai Council as part of the Community 

Building Partnership 2025. This will 

enable us to develop and install two 

large interpretative signs in the Wild-

flower Gardens for visitors and educa-

tion. 

SMEDG (Sydney Minerals Explora-

tion Discussion Group) has agreed to 

financially support the creation of a 

virtual geotrail for the Ku-ring-gai 

GeoRegion on Sydney's Northern 

Beaches. The project aims to broaden 

public access to one of Australia's most 

significant geological, ecological, and 

cultural landscapes.  

Centred on Ku-ring-gai Chase National 

Park, the GeoRegion features national-

ly significant geosites, exceptional bio-

diversity, and an extraordinary density 

of Aboriginal heritage places. 

Who will BENEFIT from new massive housing developments? 

 

One of the main reasons touted for the 

State Significant Developments (SSDs) 

targeting our suburbs is the lack of  

affordable housing for essential workers 

and low wage earners. 

However, the majority of developments 

are not only marketed as luxury units, 

but many are being sold to overseas 

buyers, with a historically high propor-

tion being left vacant. 

Our Federal Government cites the need 

for overseas investment to improve 

housing supply, but the real result is 

that it has pushed up house and apart-

ment prices as a result of increased de-

mand. Resulting in both house price 

inflation and rent inflation with no ben-

efit to Australians. 

The Federal Government has banned 

foreign investors, including temporary 

residents, from buying  existing resi-

dential property for 2 years until 2027. 

Of course this is irrelevant as the ma-

jority of our suburbs are being inundat-

ed with new highrise apartments.  

The restrictions to prohibit purchases 

of existing properties is completely 

irrelevant as established residences 

are being purchased and demolished 

for new residences in order to meet 

this requirement.  

Often foreign residential  investment is 

deemed as insignificant, at 2% of Aus-

tralian housing stock, however this 

obscures the fact that purchases by for-

eign investors are predominantly in 

Sydney and Melbourne, and usually 

concentrated in certain Local Govern-

ment Areas, such as Ku-ring-gai. Accu-

rate figures are difficult to obtain, how-

ever Sydney CBD, coastal areas such 

as Manly, eastern suburbs and the 

north shore are heavily targeted. In 

these areas the proportion of homes 

being purchased by foreign investors 

can be up to 15% or more. 

Foreign investors have definitely added 

to already high housing demand. 

This is not just an Australian problem.  

In January 2025, the Canadian govern-

ment voted to extend their ban on for-

eign investment of residential property 

for another two years. Canada had 

exhibited similar problems with hous-

ing affordability and low vacancy rates 

post-Covid as Australia. One of their 

solutions was to ban foreign residential 

investment in January, 2023 for two 

years. This has now been extended. 

Why? Because this action was seen as 

significantly assisting in reducing de-

mand and hence reducing house prices. 

The Canadian Government Finance 

Minister stated “By extending the for-

eign buyer ban, we will ensure houses 

are used as homes for Canadian fami-

lies to live in and do not become a 

speculative financial asset class.” 

The NAB Residential Property Survey 

Q2 2025, a survey of around 250 prop-

erty professionals, highlighted a contin-

uing strong market for Australian resi-

dential property by foreign residents. 

In new home markets, foreign buyer 

activity share in NSW has remained 

unchanged (10.8% vs 11% previous 

quarter) and continues above the sur-

vey average (8.7%).  

For the established home market, there 

was a moderate increase in share in the 

June quarter (3.3% vs 3.1% previous-

ly).  

Allowing our increasing scarce hous-

ing stock to be bought by foreign in-

vestors as an investment, will only 

ensure additional demand driven 

housing price inflation. This is to the 

detriment of all those seeking to rent 

or as owner-occupiers. 

Time to contact your Federal Member 

of Parliament and demand a stop  

Foreign Residential Property invest-

ment in the middle of a housing crisis.  



 

 

Congratulations to FOKE Committee 

member Christiane Berlioz for her Ku-

ring-gai Council Bushcare Outstand-

ing Contribution Award for being a 

tireless environmental volunteer who 

has made a difference in Ku-ring-gai for 

over 17 years.  

Christiane has been the Convenor for 

Mashmans Quarry, Turpentine For-

est—The Coppins and the Ivor Wyatt 

Reserve in St Ives demonstrating out-

standing leadership and care for the 

bushland.  She has also played a key 

role in Streamwatch, monitoring Quar-

ry Creek in Bicentennial Park and has 

served for many years on the Ku-ring-

gai Bushcare Association (KBA) Com-

mittee.  

Christiane is a strong advocate for plac-

es like Norman Griffiths Oval and the 

St Ives Showgrounds “always  stand-

ing up for our local environment and 

community”.  The award continues 

saying “Christiane, you always have 

Ku-ring-gai’s environment in your 

heart—thank you for your remarkable 

contributions and congratulations on 

this well deserved award”. 

FOKE is planning to celebrate the 2026 Australian Heritage Festival. It 

will focus on the impacts of the NSW Government’s planning legislation 

and policies on Ku-ring-gai’s heritage and environment. Look out for our 

events to be published in our next newsletter in early 2026. 
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FOKE 

Heritage Festival 

What happens when we destroy the places we love? 

Join FOKE’s to celebrate the Australian Heritage Festival   

 

Thank you Bendigo Bank 

Celebrating   

Joseph Maiden  

(1859-1925) 

Congratulations  

Christiane Berlioz 

Left to right: Sharon Franke, Bendigo 
Bank Community Development Manag-

er, Janine Kitson, FOKE Vice-President 
and Christiane Berlioz receiving the 

$1000 from the Staff and Grants Nights.  

Alec Heaney celebrated the centenary 

of former Director of the Sydney Bo-

tanical Gardens and renowned Aus-

tralian botanist, Joseph Maiden’s 

bur ia l  a t  St  Johns  Church  

Cemetery, Gordon, a century ago. 

 

Jean Posen  

Environment 

Award 2025 

Congratulations to Annabel Reid  

from Lindfield Public School who 

was the 2025 recipient of Jean Posen 

Environment Award. This award  

goes to a student who exhibits pas-

sion, enthusiasm and a general com-

mitment to improving sustainable 

practices and caring for the school 

environment.  The Award remembers 

Jean Posen, long standing FOKE 

Committee member & passionate 

advocate for protecting Ku-ring-gai’s 

environment.  

 

Congratulations to  Nicole Chen 

for her award in recognition of her 

commitment to caring for Lindfield 

East Public School’s Eco Garden. 

Nicole diligently weeds, waters, 

and harvests the garden’s produce.  

She also cares for the chickens, 

collects the playground compost 

buckets, assists with recycling and 

mentors  younger students.  

The award is in recognition of 

much loved FOKE Committee 

member, Jan Langley, who was a 

former Lindfield East Public 

School parent and a passionate 

advocate for sustainability.  

Jan Langley  

Sustainability 

Award 2025 

http://enews.nationaltrust.com.au/t/r-l-tjilvyd-bkljkdjirh-j/

