
Council’s ‘Big and Beautiful’ Plan? 

JULY 2025 

FOKE Talk  

Ku-ring-gai Council’s Transport-
Oriented Development (TOD) Pre-

ferred Scenario was unanimously ap-

proved by eight of the ten attending 

councillors on 5 June 2025. It now 

with the Minister for Planning, Paul 

Scully for gazettal. 

The TOD Preferred Scenario projects 

24,562 new dwellings within the TOD 

area.  Council has not been provided 

with a dwelling yield for the Low and 

Mid-Rise  housing (LMRH) or dual 

occupancies at this point of time. 

The Council’s TOD boundary now 

extends to 800 metres of railway sta-

tions and with skyscraper heights—28 

storeys at Gordon, 18 storeys at Lind-

field and 8 storeys at Killara & Rose-

ville. 

Meanwhile, State Significant Develop-

ment SSDs  propose 4,700 new dwell-

ings across the TOD suburbs, valued 

at approximately $5.7 billion (based 

on an average of  $1.2 million per 

dwelling). This includes 1,951 dwell-

ings in Lindfield, 1,172 in Roseville, 

407 in  Gordon, and 190 in Killara.  

Apparently, there is no shortage of 

Heritage Conservation Areas 
(HCAs), raising further questions 

about heritage protection.  

With only eight (8) of Ku-ring-gai’s 

forty-six (46) Heritage Conservation 

Areas (HCAs) protected under 

Council’s preferred scenario plan, 

there is a significant concern for her-

itage preservation not only for the 

TOD suburbs but across Ku-ring-gai, 

particularly in the Low and Mid-

Rise zoned areas of Ku-ring-gai 

which Council is not referring to or 

talking about. 

Gordon Ward Councillor Indu  

Balanchandran has moved a motion 

to allow for individual heritage own-

ers to make application to council to 

delist their heritage properties which 

has become a highly contentious 

issue under the TOD provisions. 

A major concern for FOKE is the 

lack of transparency in Council 

staff briefings and discussions, 

which appear to be increasingly 

conducted behind closed doors 

without  the gaze of  the  

community.   

apartments for sale in Ku-ring-gai 
with 716 apartments currently availa-

ble for purchase and 411 for rent in  

Lindfield and & surrounds alone. 

With all TOD proposals providing 

infill affordable housing, questions 

linger about the accountability of the 

proposed Community Housing  

Providers who will manage the rental 

of the affordable units.  

The new draft planning instrument 

introduces prescriptive standards, 

including increased setbacks and 

deep soil requirements, as outlined in 

detailed maps. However, the alterna-

tive TOD Scenario amends the Local 

Environmental Plan (LEP) 2015, but 

it cannot override any approved State 

Significant Developments (SSDs).  

The plan’s relevance hinges on the 

State Government gazetting it 

through a State Environmental Plan-

ning Policy (SEPP) amendment to 

replace existing TOD provisions. 

Until then, its impact remains uncer-

tain. 

The TOD preferred scenario also 

excludes heritage items but includes 
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Dear Members 

Thank you to the members 
that attended the AGM on the 
21 May 2025. 

The AGM Presidents Report 
2025 will be sent out with this 
newsletter. 

Sadly, Dinah Warner who has 
been a committee member 
for the past 28 years has de-
cided it is time to stand down 
from the Committee. See our 
tribute to Dinah in the news-
letter on page 4. 

Due to Dinah retiring from the 
committee, Julie McArdle was 
voted onto the Committee.   
We thank her for her nomina-
tion and look forward to her 
contribution on the FOKE 
Committee.   

We were so pleased to hear 
of FOKE member Donna 
Palmer’s recent Local Gov-
ernment Award presented by 
Matt Cross MP.  See page 4. 

For the past three months 
FOKE has been responding 
to the TOD Preferred Scenar-
io which was adopted by the 
Council at the Extraordinary 
Meeting on the 5 June.   

We understand that the ex-
hibited plans have been sent 
to the Minister for Planning 
Paul Scully for his concur-
rence and gazettal. 

Since January, approximately 
34 TOD State Significant De-
velopments for 4700 new 
dwellings have been accept-
ed as Secretary's Environ-
mental Assessment Require-
ments or SEARS Major Pro-
jects by NSW Planning with 
several development applica-
tions being forwarded instead 
to council for a decision by 
the Sydney North Planning 
Panel.    

Join FOKE Now! 

www.foke.org.au 

Without exception all 34 develop-
ment applications are planned to 
take advantage of the savings 
provision of the TOD SEPP (until 
13 June ) and not the new pre-
scriptive standards set out in the 
council’s TOD SEPP amend-
ments.   

The overwhelming majority of the 
development applications have 
taken advantage of the 30% bo-
nus for affordable housing provi-
sions or infill housing which will 
be managed by registered com-
munity housing providers for 15 
years.   

Time will tell as to just how ac-
countable this affordable rental 
housing will be managed and 
that this will not be another area 
of government policy that lacks 
transparency and accountability 
such as private certification. 

FOKE has been submitting ob-
jections to the proposed 8-10 
apartment blocks with infill af-
fordable rental housing due to 
the lack of compliance with the 
exhibited TOD preferred scenar-
io, statutory polices & legislation.   

All submissions are posted on 
the website  www.foke.org.au 

Due to Ku-ring-gai’s heritage list-
ings and heritage conservation 
areas under threat from the TOD 
we are in the process of request-
ing a meeting with the National 
Trust (NSW) and the Historic 
Houses Trust (HHT).  

We have met with MP Matt 
Cross again in the last few 
weeks to discuss the tsunami of 
TOD SEPP apartments being 
proposed in the TOD.  He like us 
is concerned at the how the de-
velopment of 24,000 additional 
dwellings  will be managed, par-
ticularly without any proposed 
funding of new infrastructure.  He 
also intends to raise questions in 
NSW Parliament about the Herit-

age Strategy, pressing for 
accountability and robust 
preservation measures.   

In congratulating Matt and 
Jessika on the wonderful 
news and recent birth of their 
son Beau we sent a card on 
behalf of FOKE. 

Kind regards 

Kathy 
PRESIDENT 

Kathy Cowley, FOKE President 



FOKE meets  

new Bradfield MP  

ing Ku-ring-gai Council, with SSD pro-

posals assessed directly by the NSW Hous-

ing Delivery Authority (HDA). These ap-

plications, viewable on the NSW Govern-

ment Planning Portal, often propose 8–10-

storey buildings with affordable rental 

housing components, yet they sit adjacent 

to single- and two-storey homes, disrupting 

the area’s character. 

A critical issue is the lack of accountability 

for Community Housing Providers. Despite 

registering with the Council, these provid-

ers face no ongoing monitoring and often 

operate more like strata managers than 

community-focused entities. FOKE ques-

tions the relevance of Ku-ring-gai Council’s 

alternative TOD Scenario plans when SSDs 

can sidestep local approval processes.  

If an SSD is proposed near you, contact 

FOKE at info@foke.org.au  

On July 1, 2025, FOKE met with 

Nicolette Boele, the newly elected 

MP for Bradfield, to discuss criti-

cal issues facing Ku-ring-gai. The 

conversation focused on govern-

ment transparency, immigration 

rates, foreign investment, and the 

issue of “parking” money in local 

real estate, which inflates property 

prices and exacerbates the hous-

ing crisis. 

FOKE urged stronger protections 

for Ku-ring-gai’s critically endan-

gered Blue Gum High Forest 

(BGHF) and Sydney Turpentine-

Ironbark Forest (STIF), including 

Duffy’s Forest, through a review 

of the Environment Protection 

and Biodiversity Conservation 

(EPBC) Act. FOKE called on Ms 

Boele to advocate for: 

• Establishing a robust, independ-

ent federal environmental protec-

tion agency to address biodiver-

sity loss, habitat destruction, 

pollution, and waste, while pri-

oritizing ecologically sustainable 

development and intergenera-

tional equity. 

• Halting urban deforestation at a 

time when 2024 was recorded as 

the warmest year on record. 

• Supporting National Heritage 

recognition of Ku-ring-gai’s 20th

-century domestic architecture, 

Heritage Conservation Areas, 

and Blue Gum High Forest. 

• Calling for immediate imple-

mentation of Recovery Plans for 

Ku-ring-gai’s threatened species. 

• Calling for evidence based urban 

planning principles that safe-

guard Ku-ring-gai’s natural, 

built, and cultural heritage. 

• Addressing the housing crisis 

through public housing, taxation 

and investment reforms, and 

sustainable immigration levels. 

Ku-ring-gai’s unique heritage is un-

der siege. Heritage NSW claims its 

Draft NSW Heritage Strategy Re-

view is an “exciting opportunity” to 

shape NSW’s heritage policies. Yet, 

FOKE sees no evidence that the 

NSW Government is genuinely ea-

ger to hear from communities.  

Ku-ring-gai Council’s request for an 

Interim Heritage Order (IHO) to 

protect 23 Heritage Conservation 

Areas (HCAs) within Transport-

Oriented Development (TOD) pre-

cincts was rejected by the NSW 

Government, signaling a disregard 

for Ku-ring-gai’s HCAs. 

The NSW Housing Reforms pose a 

direct threat to Ku-ring-gai’s natural, 

built, and cultural heritage. This 

“one-size-fails-all” approach priori-

tizes developer profits over heritage 

protection and communities.  

Alarmingly, the Draft NSW Herit-

age Strategy omits the legislated 

term “Heritage Conservation Area,” 

undermining the legal protections 

for Ku-ring-gai’s 46 HCAs. 

NSW Heritage  

Destruction Strategy? 

The NSW Housing Development Author-

ity was put in place in January 2025 by 

the NSW Government to fast-track hous-

ing State Significant Developments under 

the authority of Simon Draper Secretary 

of the NSW Premier's Department, Kier-

sten Fishburn Secretary of the Depart-

ment of Planning, Housing and Infra-

structure (DPHI) and Tom Gellibrand 

Secretary Infrastructure NSW.  

The HDA have met 10 times since 7 Feb-

ruary to 23 June for around 15 hours in 

total and considered 350 applications 

from various developers.  

The HDA assess projects in Greater Syd-

ney with an estimated development cost 

exceeding $60 million and typically 100 

or more homes. Applicants must demon-

strate the ability to lodge a formal devel-

opment application (DA) within 9 

months of receiving SEARs (Secretary's 

Environmental Assessment Require-

ments) and commence construction with-

in 12 months of approval.  

In total the group of 3 NSW Government 

bureaucrats have recommended 161 ap-

plications be recommended and declared 

State Significant Developments for 60,347 

new dwellings primarily for across Great-

er Sydney.  

What a bonanza for the development in-

dustry to have your spot rezoning pro-

posals assessed in quick time - roughly 2 

to 3 minutes per each application!! 

HDA — 

 Bonanza for Developers 

Ku-ring-gai is grappling with 27 

major State Significant Develop-

ment (SSD) projects, each valued at 

over $60 million, alongside seven 

additional proposals before the Syd-

ney North Planning Panel.  

These projects propose 4,700 new 

dwellings within the Transport-

Oriented Development (TOD) area: 

• Lindfield: 1,951 proposed dwellings 

• Roseville: 1,172 proposed dwellings 

• Gordon: 407 proposed dwellings 

• Killara: 190 proposed dwellings  

This represents $5.7 billion in devel-

opment. Currently, 716 apartments 

in Ku-ring-gai are available for pur-

chase, with 411 available for rent in 

Lindfield alone.  

Many of these are infill residential 

apartment blocks, boosted by a 30% 

height bonus, allowing buildings to 

reach 9–10 storeys. On average, 

each block includes 20 affordable 

rental housing units, but concerns 

remain about oversight. 

Developers are increasingly bypass-

SSD Tsunami Hits  

Ku-ring-gai  

https://foke.us21.list-manage.com/track/click?u=61dbcb1c427727f4687a8dac4&id=9910cb9267&e=4a326ae6fe
https://foke.us21.list-manage.com/track/click?u=61dbcb1c427727f4687a8dac4&id=9910cb9267&e=4a326ae6fe
https://www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/major-projects/projects?status=All&lga=64&development_type=All&industry_type=All&case_type=All&page=0
https://www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/major-projects/projects?status=All&lga=64&development_type=All&industry_type=All&case_type=All&page=0
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FOKE is pleased to announce the launch of its 

the Ku-ring-gai GeoRegion website http://

www.kuringgaigeoregion.au —a project imitat-

ed by FOKE in 2018. 

The Ku-ring-gai GeoRegion is an expansive 

area highlighting areas of geological, natural 

and cultural significance.  

FOKE gratefully acknowledges the support of 

Bendigo Bank, Lindfield and Districts, which 

provided a Director’s Grant which made the 

development of this website possible. 

The GeoRegion has also received on-going 

support from three local Councils (Hornsby, 

Ku-ring-gai, and Northern Beaches), the  

National Parks & Wildlife Service & local com-

munity groups. 

The website offers visitors the opportunity to 

discover self-guided trails, learn about ancient 

rock formations, and plan trips to iconic sites, 

making it a must-visit resource for nature en-

thusiasts and educators. 

Explore stunning vistas and coastal, forest and 

woodland walks. Learn about the GeoRegion’s 

geology and landscapes, biodiversity, and Abo-

riginal cultural history developed over millen-

nia.   

Much of the natural bushland of the GeoRe-

gion has been conserved within six protected 

areas. The largest being the Ku-ring-gai Chase 

National Park with other protected areas in-

cluding Muogamarra Nature Reserve, and 

parts of Berowra Valley National Park, Lane 

Cove National Park, Garigal National Park 

and Long Reef Aquatic Reserve. 

The website serves as a comprehensive resource 

enabling visitors to explore detailed infor-

mation on the GeoRegion’s natural and cultur-

al heritage, as well as access educational re-

sources and engage with future initiatives. 

“The website marks a significant step in the 

development of the Ku-ring-gai GeoRegion as 

a gateway to understanding the extraordinary 

natural and cultural heritage of the area” said 

Ursula Bonzol, Steering Committee Chair. 

FOKE Celebrates World Environment 

Day 

FOKE celebrated World Environment Day 2025 with a tour of 

Gordon to Roseville—an event that went global on the United  

Nations (UN) Environment Program website. 

Ku-ring-gai GeoRegion Website 

Launched  

FOKE thanked Dinah Warner, longstanding FOKE Committee mem-
ber, for her decades of commitment to Ku-ring-gai at FOKE’s recent 

2025 AGM. 

Dinah Warner joined the FOKE Committee in the late 1990s and with 

her sense of humour and determination has made an enormous contri-
bution to FOKE’s work. Along with former FOKE Committee mem-
ber Jean Posen, Dinah appeared on a 2006 Channel 9 ‘Sixty Minutes’ 

program where she criticised NSW planning polices that allowed af-
fordable homes and their gardens to be bulldozed for ‘McMansions’. 

Dinah enthusiastically attended, rallies, demonstrations, forums and 
talks opposing undemocratic NSW governments planning decisions 
that diminished Ku-ring-gai’s tree canopy, gardens & heritage homes.   

Dinah was a fearless critic of NSW Labor’s SEPP 55s that was sup-
posed to provide affordable housing for the aged and disabled but in-
stead allowed developers to ‘spot rezone’ suburbs across Sydney.   

Dinah, with Jean Posen, even inspected many SEPP 55s apartment 
developments for sale, to prove how unsuitable they were. Dinah was 

always ready to ask a question particularly when it came to asking 
MPs whether they were fulfilling their  responsibility to protecting  
Ku-ring-gai’s heritage and environment.   

FOKE Thanks Dinah Warner 

Left to right:  Kathy Cowley, Dinah Warner, Janine Kitson, Joy Bryan 

Congratulations Donna Palmer 

FOKE member Donna Palmer has been a strong advocate for the 

conservation of Ku-ring-gai’s built and natural heritage along with 

her unwavering commitment to community through volunteer ser-

vice. Congratulations Donna on this well deserved recognition! 

http://www.kuringgaigeoregion.au/
http://www.kuringgaigeoregion.au/

