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Dear FOKE Members 
As the high, wide and out-of-context apartment blocks proliferate in Ku-ring-gai and cranes, rather than trees, 
dominate the skyline, this planning disaster that is the NSW Government’s Metropolitan Strategy North has finally 
received significant publicity and in the wider community. Thank you to all who have tirelessly lobbied Ku-ring-
gai Council and Councillors, State and Federal representatives, the State Planning Department and the media. 
 
FROM THE MEDIA 
STATELINE, ABC, The Rape of Ku-ring-gai 
 

Quentin Dempster’s Stateline programme on 15th August, The 
Rape of Ku-ring-gai, showed the heritage items and streetscapes 
being devastated by the new apartment blocks. Members of the 
FOKE committee were featured in this programme, as was the 
FOKE photographic record of the Ku-ring-gai that was before the 
impact of the NSW Government’s Metropolitan Strategy North. 
The programme also featured the Chair of the Ku-ring-gai 
Planning Panel, Ms Elizabeth Crouch. The following programme 
on 22nd August featured the response of the State Planning 
Minister, Mr Frank Sartor, who summarised with “All we're 

asking for is to meet their own target of 10,000, a modest target for Ku-ring-gai, a modest target around six town 
centre centres.”  Panel Chairwoman Elizabeth Crouch in response to a question to her from MP Jonathan O’Dea 
last week at the Lindfield  Panel Information session about the discrepancies between the Metrostrategy targets and 
the gross over-planning that is now occurring in Ku-ring-gai , said “We [the Panel] are working towards that figure 
of 10,000 [units]. Yes”. Why then has Ku-ring-gai council already planned for 150% over this target?  Why is the 
Panel now looking to cram even more high-rise units, townhouses and villas into Ku-ring-gai Town Centres further 
destroying the amenity, character and environment of our suburbs and their villages?  We are already well on the 
way to meeting the 30 year target of 10,300 unit dwellings which was set in 2004. Approximately 4000 units have 
been approved and are currently being built in Ku-ring-gai within the last 4 years. It must be said that enough is 
enough.  See the two Stateline reports:http://www.abc.net.au/stateline/nsw/content/2006/s2344329.htm  
and http://www.abc.net.au/stateline/nsw/content/2006/s2337306.htm     
 
The Sydney Morning Herald The concreting of Ku-ring-gai 
On 2nd August, Michael Duffy wrote “The concreting of Ku-ring-gai proceeds. There are now 53 cranes working 
away on $1.75 billion worth of new apartment blocks in the municipality. Three thousand flats are being built, with 
many more to come. ….. It is destroying neighbourhoods that, according to the National Trust, ought to have been 
conserved as part of the state's architectural heritage. For years the local council opposed the assault, but this 
January Frank Sartor took away its most important planning powers and gave them to a planning panel appointed 
by himself. Now, along the railway in suburbs such as Killara and Lindfield, five-storey concrete boxes rise from 
the fertile soil.   Refer to http://www.blogs.smh.com.au/urbanjungle re article 2 August SMH. 
The Sydney Morning Herald Concrete raiders of a stately Eden (see pages 2-3) 
On 23rd August, Wendy Frew wrote “ON THE quiet, leafy streets of Ku-ring-gai, on Sydney's upper North Shore, 
the houses are shaded by a canopy of native trees, the shopping centres have the air of a country village, and the 
whole area is enveloped in a well-heeled, conservative hush. This is the landscape that inspired the watercolours of 
Grace Cossington Smith and Ethel Turner's classic childhood book Seven Little Australians. But Ku-ring-gai's 
suburban nirvana is at risk, according to residents, who say both the State Labor Government and Ku-ring-gai 
Council have forsaken them for the developer's dollar. The Government's planning philosophy for all of Sydney - 
building high-rise apartments along railway lines to avoid urban sprawl - could not be more damaging for Ku-ring-
gai, say residents, because that is where some of the best examples of heritage homes can be found.”
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WHY DO WE NEED ALL THIS DEVELOPMENT IN KU-RING-GAI? 
 
Alan Parr of Friends of Turramurra, has provided this analysis of what the NSW State Planning Department 
requires of Ku-ring-gai and what Ku-ring-gai Council has volunteered to accept. 
 
The State Government has a policy document called the “Metropolitan Strategy” that sets out how Sydney 
will manage population growth until the year 2031. The approach is to divide the city into sub-regions and 
allocate a dwelling and job target for each sub-region. Ku-ring-gai and Hornsby combined form the “North 
Sub-region” and it has a target of 21,000 dwellings. It was left to Hornsby and Ku-ring-gai Councils to 
decide how these dwellings would be divided between the two municipalities. 
 
It is a recorded fact that the Department of Planning indicated to Ku-ring-gai Council that “a figure 
considerably less that half of the total for the sub-region being allocated to Ku-ring-gai would represent a 
satisfactory outcome”. This would represent about 8,000 dwellings. 
 
Not withstanding this, the majority faction on Ku-ring-gai Council used its numbers to force through a vote 
to voluntarily accept 10,000 dwellings. In other words, they deliberately took more development (some 
2,000 dwellings) into Ku-ring-gai than the State Government required. 
 
Council has zoned enough land to supply 10,300 dwellings under Stage 1 (Pacific Highway and parts of St 
Ives) and a further 4,500 dwellings under the Town Centres planning. Council argues that not all the land 
will be developed so the actual number of dwellings will be less – this is called “take-up”. 
 
A recent report by SGS Economics and Planning call “Ku-ring-gai Development & Demographic Forecasts 
Reports” commissioned by Ku-ring-gai Council has studied this. It concludes that the planning for Stage 1 
and the Town Centres will result in between 9,028 to 10,257 additional dwellings after “take-up” and 
economic viability issues are factored in. This does not include developments that occurred in 2004 and 2005 
that contribute to meeting the target. That is, this planning alone basically meets the 10,000 dwellings that 
Ku-ring-gai Council volunteered to take under the Metropolitan Strategy. 
 
However, the planning does not stop there. The Minister has used his “Part-3A” powers under the reforms to 
the planning act to take control of two sites in Ku-ring-gai – the UTS Lindfield site and the SAN hospital site 
in Wahroonga. These sites are planned to provide more that 1,000 additional dwellings. 
 
 In addition developments occurring elsewhere in Ku-ring-gai also count to meet the planning targets – 
development such as SEPP-5, SEPP-53, SEPP Seniors Living, Dual-Occupancy, sub-divisions, etc. In a 
letter to the Minister, and in the Land and Environment Court case regarding the Planning Panel, the Mayor 
and Council have estimated development in these areas to be 5,000 dwellings. Even if you assume that only 
half of this will be built it still equals 2,500 additional dwellings. 
 
Further, the Planning Panel is now looking to add “Interface” sites into the Town Centre plans under the 
pretext of providing a buffer between standard residential houses and high-rise apartments. Council has 
estimated this to be at least 1,000 additional dwellings. 
 
If one adds up the true level of development planned in Ku-ring-gai it is clear that we are looking at a 
minimum of 15,000 additional dwellings being built (not just planned but actually built) after taking into 
consideration factors such as “take-up” and economic viability. This is at least 5,000 (or 50%) more 
development than required. 
 
The question must be asked, why did our Council volunteer to take 2,000 more dwellings than the 
Government really required? Why has our Council planned such massive expansion and development in our 
Town Centres when they know total planning far exceeds even their own voluntary target of 10,000? Why is 
the Planning Panel considering increasing the over-development even further by increasing building heights 
and adding in “interface sites? Why will no government department (either Council or the State Government) 
provide a detailed and accurate audit of the true dwellings planned in Ku-ring-gai? Why is the Liberal Party 
so silent on the issue? 
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From the COMMUNITY FORUM 

 
Ku-ring-gai Take Action Campaign- Ku-ring-gai Needs You! 

 
Now that you have heard about the overdevelopment plans for your Town Centre and residential area, there 

are several ways you can stay involved: 

• Write an email to the Minister’s Planning Panel at planningpanel@kmc.nsw.gov.au or write a letter 

to the Planning Panel at Locked Bag 1056 PYMBLE 2073 

• Participate in our Ku-ring-gai Take Action email campaign: 

http://kuringgai.take-action.com.au/ 

and get your family, friends and neighbours to send an email too! 

• Follow planning issues and events through the new Ku-ring-gai Community Website 

www.communityjury.com.au 

• Follow the Ku-ring-gai Council Website www.kmc.nsw.gov.au on Planning Panel issues 

• Attend further consultation sessions and write submissions to the Planning Panel as the Town Centre 

plans are released (November/December 2008) 

For more information, contact concerned resident Kathy Cowley 9416 9007 

 
BIODIVERSITY FORUM 

 
On September 21st at the Turramurra Masonic Hall there will be a gathering of wonderful speakers, 
who have given their time to show that the loss of Biodiversity could be more urgent than Climate 
Change and that this is an issue beyond political division and beyond delay.  
 
Three scientists, a politician and a famous urban environmentalist will speak on different aspects of 
a topic which is little understood, cross disciplinary and highly relevant to Ku-ring-gai.  
 
Biodiversity is the variety of Life in the form of genes, species, populations and ecosystems found 
on Earth - on land, fresh water and in the oceans. Human actions have degraded the variety of these 
natural resources to the point where the planet is experiencing a sixth mass extinction event. Once 
gone there is no return. Politicians, bureaucrats and corporate decision makers need to listen since 
the irreversibility of biodiversity depletion and extinction are the most serious challenges facing 
society today and it's happening everywhere - even near you.  
 
The three areas of Government putting development into Ku-ring-gai, Local and State Government 
and the Planning Panel, have a significant responsibility to future generations by including the use 
of a biodiversity and climate change perspective in a 50 year framework.  
 
This is not happening in effect, because destruction occurs at the rezoning stage, and rezoning is 
preceding the careful enforcement of any biodiversity strategy.  Since there is no gazette-able 
Biodiversity Strategy installed, Ku-ring-gai's function as a rare urban vegetation corridor between 
National Parks, will be completely disabled in a 50 year timeframe  

 
Don't miss out on this invigorating, challenging, thought provoking Festival (see flier enclosed).  

NATURE NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT! 
 




