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PRESIDENT’S REPORT  

 

21 May 2025 
 

A year on from FOKE’s 2024 annual report, the full realisation of the impacts and 

implementation of the NSW Government’s State Environmental Planning Policies (SEPPs), 

being the Transport Oriented Development (TOD) and Low and Mid-Rise Housing (LMRH) 

policies are now in full effect and in operation across Ku-ring-gai and parts of metropolitan 

Sydney, with the dual occupancy rezoning affecting suburbs across New South Wales 

(NSW).   

 

On 8 May 2024 Ku-ring-gai Council unanimously voted to take legal action against the NSW 

Government’s TOD SEPP. Council also resolved to commence studies around the four TOD 

precincts – Roseville, Lindfield, Killara and Gordon with the aim to explore better outcomes 

than what was expected to be implemented under the TOD SEPP, development which would 

severely impact Ku-ring-gai’s heritage and environment. 

 

The Mayoral Minute stated: 

 
A. That Council supports more housing but denounces the lack of planning and one-size-fits-all 

policies of the State Government. 

For the Resolution: The Mayor, Councillor Ngai, Councillors Lennon, Smith, A. Taylor, G. 

Taylor, Ward and Wheatley 

Against the Resolution: Councillor Spencer 

CARRIED 

B.  That Council commence proceedings in the NSW Land and Environment Court concerning 

the Transport Oriented Development Amendment to the Housing SEPP, to seek declarations as 

to invalidity and orders restraining any associated breach of law, including the Environmental 

Planning and Assessment Act 1979. 

 CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

C.  That Council commences studies around the four Transport Oriented Development precincts 

of Gordon, Killara, Lindfield and Roseville to explore better resident outcomes than what is 

currently in place (as of 13 May 2024). The studies, scenario analysis and community 

engagement should be presented before councillors within nine months for a decision. Such 

scenarios may include: 

i)   Base Case  

– Identification of new infrastructure and amenities to support the state-imposed TOD precincts 

in their current form. 

http://www.foke.org.au/
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ii)  Minor Amendment Case  

– In addition to the Base Case, it will selectively spare key Heritage Conservation Areas as well 

as improve urban canopy outcomes by shifting dwellings towards key sites in the town centre. 

iii) More Extensive Case  

– In addition to the Base Case, a more ambitious effort to save multiple Heritage Conservation 

Areas as well as improve urban canopy outcomes by shifting dwellings towards non-heritage 

areas in the town centre. 

iv) As well as any other scenarios that Council staff choose to identify.  

 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.   

 

Council also requested that studies, scenario analysis and community engagement be 

presented before councillors within nine months for a decision. 

 

Following the meeting council submitted its summons on 10 May 2024 to the NSW Land 

and Environment Court (Case number 2024/0017374) Ku-ring-gai Council vs NSW 

Minister for Planning and Public Spaces.  The TOD SEPP came into effect on 13 May 

2024. 

 

With concern being expressed across Sydney about the TOD SEPP the Liberal Shadow 

Minister for Planning, Scott Farlow MLC introduced a Private Members Bill into 

the Legislative Council to disallow, i.e. STOP, the Transport Oriented Development 

(TOD) program across Greater Sydney, including the four TODs in Roseville, Lindfield, 

Killara and Gordon.  The Disallowance Bill was unfortunately defeated by Labor, the 

Greens and Independents on 5 June 2024. 

 

At the July council meeting consideration was given to the significant number of heritage 

conservation areas that were to be impacted by the TOD.  Council resolved to seek an 

Interim Heritage Order for heritage conservation areas in the TOD precincts and sent to 

the NSW Government to be assessed. 

 

At the Council’s Ordinary Meeting on13 August the Mayor’s late confidential memo 

provided guidance for the council’s legal action mediation to be agreed which was to take 

place in September. However, the mediation was delayed by the NSW Government and 

rescheduled for November 2024. 

 

The NSW Government advised council on 29 August that it was not intending to support 

council’s proposed Interim Heritage Order to protect the TOD HCAs. 

 

By late September 2024, FOKE had recorded thirty-four (34) TOD Expressions of 

Interest recorded on property and real estate websites, involving hundreds of properties 

with a potential for thousands of new apartments. Some of which are now registered as 

State Significant Developments on the NSW Government Major Projects portal, 

qualifying as Secretary's Environmental Assessment Requirements (SEARS) 

projects. These requirements are issued by the Planning Secretary for State Significant 

Development (SSD) projects and outline the information needed in an Environmental 

Impact Statement (EIS). Essentially, they specify the requirements for a thorough 

assessment of a project's potential environmental impacts.    
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Most of the Major Projects currently exhibited on the portal listed for Ku-ring-gai are 

projected are expected to cost more than $75 million+ each. 

 

At the council meeting on 8 October following the Local Government Elections on 19 

September two new councillors were elected to council namely Indu Balachandran 

(Gordon Ward) and Matt Devlin (Comenarra Ward) and a new Mayor, Christine Kay (St 

Ives Ward), was elected by ballot. 

 

With the TOD SEPP well underway since May, it was reported that council had received 

one (1) Development Application (DA) and two (2) Pre-DAs with a potential for about 

one hundred and fifty (150) new dwellings, and three planning proposals with potential 

for about twelve hundred (1200) dwellings.  Some 24 enquiries and/or requests for 

delisting of heritage items from residents for which no specialist advice had been 

provided in support. 

 

At the Extraordinary Meeting of Council held on 30 October, a confidential item 

regarding mediation of the Council’s Land and Environment Court action was discussed. 

The community were asked to vacate the chamber and left for over an hour and half 

outside on the back steps, returning to the chamber only to find that a decision had been 

made and the council meeting had been closed.  The decision was announced without 

informing the members of the community who had waited patiently outside. 

 

A resolution was made by council at the same meeting to receive the officer’s report to 

place five TOD alternate scenarios on public exhibition to explore better planning 

outcomes for the four Transport Oriented Development precincts of Roseville, Lindfield, 

Killara and Gordon.  The Primary objectives for the proposed alternate scenarios were: a) 

to retain and protect Heritage Conservations Areas (HCAs) and; b) to improve urban 

canopy outcomes; and c) to meet the dwelling targets stipulated by the State Government 

for the TOD programme. 

 

The non-statutory public exhibition of the five alternate scenarios commenced on 25 

November for 21 days and concluded on 17 December. 

 

In November the rescheduled Land and environment court mediation with the Minister 

for Planning took place on the TOD SEPP  

 

At an Extraordinary Council Meeting held on 31 March 2025, Council endorsed placing 

the alternative scenarios on exhibition. 

 

The five scenarios were designed to meet Council’s seven principles for good planning in 

the Roseville to Gordon corridor.  

 

Key elements of the five alternative scenarios described by council are that they: 

• Protects 80% of Heritage Conservation Areas (HCA) near the stations, and by doing 

so preserves early 20th century neighbourhoods which have been assessed as being 

unique in Sydney 

• Supports taller mixed-use buildings in existing centres, which will help renew and 

revitalise these centres 

https://www.krg.nsw.gov.au/Council/Council-meetings/Minutes-and-agendas
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• Rezones some residential areas, within 800m from stations, for apartment building 

construction 

• Limits building heights near low-density areas to reduce the impact of new 

development on neighbouring properties. 

• Requires developers to contribute to new affordable housing on development sites 

where major increases in height are being proposed 

• Minimises impacts on environmentally sensitive land by avoiding development where 

possible and requiring residential developments to allocate at least 50% of the site area 

for existing or new tree canopy. 

 

At the February meeting council considered the Community Engagement outlining the 

outcomes of community engagement in relation to the five alternative scenarios to the TOD 

SEPP amendments for Roseville and Gordon Ward in light of the primary objectives:  

a)   to retain and protect Heritage Conservation Areas (HCAs); 

b)   to improve urban canopy outcomes; and 

c)   to meet the dwelling targets stipulated by the State Government for the TOD program. 

 

On the 31 March an Extraordinary Meeting of council was held regarding the public 

exhibition of Council’s Preferred Scenario (31 March 2025). The Preferred Scenario was 

placed on non-statutory exhibition for 21 days for consultation and feedback. 

 

Compared to the NSW Government’s TOD planning policy, the Preferred Scenario is 

described as resulting in the following improvements: 

• 68% less impact on environmentally sensitive land 

• 69% less impact on individual heritage items, including by retaining these items 

within low density residential areas. 

• 80% reduction in the amount of Heritage Conservation Area land where higher-

density development will be permitted 

• 76% less impact on tree canopy cover 

• 93% fewer properties affected by poor height transitions 

• 85% increase in land upzoned for retail and commercial uses that will provide a range 

of services for residents. 

 

A further Extraordinary Meeting of council was called for Wednesday 22 May for council to 

consider a report and recommendation: 

 

That Council: 

A.   Adopt the draft LEP maps at Attachment A6 and draft clauses at Attachment 

A7 subject to the amendments outlined in Attachment A8 to reduce yield to offset additional 

dwellings reflected in known State Significant Development Applications. 

  

B.   Submit the amended LEP maps and clauses and a revised implementation strategy 

reflecting these amendments to DPHI for the purposes of preparing a State Environmental 

Planning Policy to implement Council’s alternate TOD scheme. 

  

C.   Commission a preliminary assessment of heritage items proposed to be retained in the 

TOD or alternative scenario areas envisaged to have controls varied from those under KLEP 

2015, or items that are impacted directly by development applications including for SSDs 

that rely on controls contained in the TOD SEPP as described in this report. 

https://kuringgai.infocouncil.biz/Open/2025/05/OMC_22052025_AGN_AT_EXTRA_WEB.htm
https://kuringgai.infocouncil.biz/Open/2025/05/OMC_22052025_AGN_AT_EXTRA_WEB.htm
https://kuringgai.infocouncil.biz/Open/2025/05/OMC_22052025_AGN_AT_EXTRA_WEB.htm
https://kuringgai.infocouncil.biz/Open/2025/05/OMC_22052025_AGN_AT_EXTRA_WEB.htm
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D.   Commence preparation of all required amendments to the Ku-ring-gai DCP including 

site-specific development controls and site amalgamation controls around all heritage items 

within R4 – High Density Residential zones. That the draft DCP amendments be reported 

back to Council for endorsement prior to public exhibition. 

  

E.   Commence preparation of a Public Domain Plan (PDP) for Killara and amendments to 

PDP for Gordon, Lindfield and Roseville. 

  

F.   That Council authorise the Director of Strategy and Environment to correct any 

anomalies in the documentation to be submitted to the NSW DPHI. 

  

At the time of writing we understand that the government this week has extended the 

deadline for TOD State Significant Development applications to 13 June 2025. 

 

At the time of writing this report there are nineteen (19) Ku-ring-gai TOD State Significant 

Developments (SSDs) registered on the NSW Government Department of Planning and 

Infrastructure Major Projects portal with five development applications already progressing 

to be on public exhibition before close on 28 May 2025 for approximately 2700 apartments.   

 

The development proposals are: 

*Development applications on exhibition before end May 2025       

o 3-9 Park Avenue Gordon * 

o 2-4 Woodside & Amp1-3 Reid Street Lindfield * 

o 21-27 Roseville Avenue and 16-24 Oliver Road Roseville * 

o 2-8 Highgate Road Lindfield * 

o 27-29 Tryon Road Lindfield * 

o 12-16 Bent Street Lindfield * 

o 59-63 Trafalgar Avenue, 1A and 1B Valley Road Lindfield  

o 2,4,6,8,10,12,14, &16 Pockley Avenue Roseville  

o 2-4 Larkin Street and 1-5 Pockley Avenue Roseville 

o 17-21 Shirley Road Roseville 

o 10, 14, & 14A Stanhope Road Killara 

o  9-21 Beaconsfield Road Lindfield  

o 1-5 Nelson Road Lindfield 

o 11-19 Middle Harbour Road Lindfield  

o  3a, 3b, 5a, 7 Burgoyne and 1&3 Pearson Avenue and 4 Burgoyne Lane Gordon 

o  24, 26, 28 Middle Harbour Road Lindfield 

o 16-20 Middle Harbour Road Lindfield (100 apartments) Keylan 

o 19-25 Balfour Road Lindfield 

o 21,23, and 25 McIntosh Street and 55 Werona Avenue Gordon  

 

In addition during April and May council received six (6) TOD State Significant 

Development Applications for 352 apartments: 

o 3 and 3A Beaconsfield Road Lindfield  

o 17,19 and 21 shirley Road Lindfield 
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o 23 – 25 Lorne Avenue Killara 

o 7- 9 & 11 Pockley Avenue Lindfield 

o 5-7 Middle Harbour Road Lindfield 

o 24-26 Russell Avenue Lindfield 

● FOKE’S SUBMISSIONS - GOVERNMENT POLICIES AND PLANS 

The past year has been extraordinarily demanding for the FOKE committee in researching, 

and preparing submissions in response to NSW Government Inquiries, State Government 

Environmental Planning SEPP proposals and Ku-ring-gai Council policies, plans and 

development proposals. All FOKE’s submissions are posted on the FOKE website for 

members and the public to read. 

Listed below are submissions FOKE has made to local and NSW government agencies from 

May 2024 to May 2025 

• Guidelines for Synthetic Turf in Public Open Spaces submission 

• Ku-ring-gai Council Reclassification of Secret Park Pymble to Operational Land 

• Garden of Stone Submission 

• Portfolio 7 Committee Inquiry – supplementary submission – Roseville Bushfire 

Simtable video prepared by Ku-ring-gai Council for FOKE’s Inquiry submission. 

• TOD Five Alternate Scenarios submission 

• Ku-ring-gai Council Draft Affordable Housing Policy submission 

• Ku-ring-gai Council Green Grid Strategy 

• Ku-ring-gai council Preferred Scenario submission 

• UPA Seniors Housing Development (SSD 73603959) 1610, 1614-1634 Pacific 

Highway and 5 Munderah Street Wahroonga 

• FOKE Submission on SSD 3-9 Park Avenue Gordon  

 

Together with the written submissions FOKE sent several emails directly to the Mayor and 

councillors on matters being debated at Council meetings in support of FOKE’s earlier 

submissions. To keep Members of Parliament - Matt Cross MP, the Hon. Alister Henskens 

SC MP, and the Hon. Paul Fletcher MP updated as to FOKE’s work we copied all the 

submissions directly to their offices for their information. 

 

Despite the shock announcement of MP Matt Cross’ cancer diagnosis in May 2024 we are so 

grateful to have met with him several times since his time away from work and treatment, to 

discuss the State Government’s planning impositions on Ku-ring-gai particularly the 

Transport Oriented Development and latterly the Low and Mid-Rise housing policy.  We 

sincerely thank Matt for the support, interest and concern he has shown regarding the TOD 

and LMHR on Ku-ring-gai.  Matt has made member statements in the NSW Parliament and 

put questions directly to Planning Minister Scully. He has also made GIPA (Freedom of 

Information) applications to establish more information about the TOD selection processes.  

Matt has also kindly organised two meetings with Shadow Minister for Planning Scott 

Farlow MP with the second meeting held in May at Matt’s office. 

 

FOKE is grateful to have received two $1000 donations from the Bendigo Bank during the 

past twelve months.  The first was a Director’s Grant presented on February by former 

Mayor Jennifer Anderson, a newly appointed Director of the bank, and the second which was 
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presented on 18 March in celebration of the Bendigo Adelaide Bank’s 21st Birthday Grant 

Program.  The $1000 grant is specifically to be spent on designing and printing a flyer about 

the Ku-ring-gai GeoRegion for distribution in libraries and schools. 

 

As we reported last year the NSW Government housing reforms commenced with the 

gazettal on 29 April 2024 of the four Transport Oriented Development (TOD) suburbs – 

Roseville, Lindfield, Killara and Gordon.  Council has been able to receive TOD 

development applications from 13 May 2024.  Following the public exhibition of five 

alternate TOD Scenarios in November 2024 council is proposing at its meeting on 13 May to 

formally adopt a TOD ‘preferred scenario’ which council proposes will protect a significant 

number of heritage conservation areas in Roseville and Gordon but unfortunately concentrate 

far more development within Lindfield and Gordon. 

 

2025 will be an extremely busy year again in defending Ku-ring-gai’s heritage, environment 

and lifestyle against the undemocratic imposition of the NSW Government’s Housing Policy 

reforms. With nineteen (19) registered State Significant Developments listed on the NSW 

Government Major Projects portal as of May 2025 for eight-ten storey development as per 

the TOD SEPP prescriptive standards, council needs to get the Minister upon the gazettal of 

a preferred scenario to “not save” these proposed developments.  We understand that council 

has written to the Minister but has not had a reply as to whether the savings provision in the 

TOD SEPP will be applied for the current Ku-ring-gai SSD proposals. 

 

We have subsequently learnt that this request has been denied by the Minister. 

 

CALENDAR OF ACTIVITIES May 2024 -May 2025.  

Please see the accompanying Appendix. 

 

● KU-RING-GAI GEOREGION, POTENTIAL UNESCO GEOPARK LISTING   

In 2018 FOKE initiated a project to add extra protections to, and increase awareness of, Ku 

ring-gai’s natural heritage focusing originally on Ku-ring-gai Chase National Park. This has 

since developed into a much broader area as FOKE has advanced the proposal of the Ku-ring-

gai GeoRegion (KGR), with Ku-ring-gai Chase National Park as its centre, by extending along 

Berowra Valley, from the Hawkesbury River to northern Lane Cove National Park and east to 

the coast from Barrenjoey to Dee Why. This large area, of approximately 44,000 ha, across 

northern Sydney showcases exceptional characteristics, with over 50 nationally and 

internationally significant geological environments of the Triassic sandstone landscapes of the 

Sydney Basin, volcanic diatremes, and unique and rare flora and fauna, as well as a density of 

Aboriginal sites that reflects the length of habitation in this area, with over 1,400 sites currently 

recorded.  

 

In 2024, the Ku-ring-gai GeoRegion project has continued to progress as areas of funding have 

been sought and additional support obtained.  

 

Signage for the Browns Field geotrail has been installed, with signage for the Bicentennial 

Park geosite funded and developed by Ku-ring-gai Council. 

 

Northern Beaches Council has progressed the signage for the Long Reef Geotrail with 

installation expected in 2025. 
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The earlier funding of $1000 received as a Directors Grant from Bendigo Bank, Lindfield and 

Districts, was applied to the development of a GeoRegion website, supplemented by limited 

funding from FOKE. This project, led by Ursula Bonzol with input provided by the steering 

committee members, is now substantially complete with a launch planned for May 2025. The 

website is https://kuringgaigeoregion.au 

 

FOKE was grateful to receive from the Bendigo Bank, Lindfield and Districts, a further grant 

of $1,000 which was presented at a special function held in March 2025. This funding is to be 

spent on a GeoRegion brochure to be made available at public facilities such as libraries 

throughout the Ku-ring-gai area.  

 

We are pleased to have two new members joining the Steering Committee, being Robert 

Corkery (environmental and geological specialist), and Frederick W Cook (Retired Economic 

Geologist). Additionally, Brad Twynham (speaker and author in First Nations Leadership) has 

agreed to be our Aboriginal cultural advisor. Janine Kitson was able to provide valued 

secretarial support whilst Ursula Bonzol was overseas on leave during much of this year. 

 

As part of the support provided to the GeoRegion, to enhance its interpretation, the NPWS, in 

collaboration with the NSW Geological Survey, has now decided to upgrade the West Head 

geotrail to be included in the Survey’s suite of Geotours which already includes completed 

geotrails of other national parks in NSW. Adding to this collaboration, the Foundation for 

National Parks & Wildlife (FNPW) has committed substantial funding to create this new 

geotrail. Both FOKE and Geotourism Australia are very appreciative of the generosity of the 

FNPW in enabling the creation of this exciting new geotrail. 

 

In addition, discussions have been proceeding for sponsorship by the Sydney Minerals 

Exploration Discussion Group (SMEDG) for the creation of a Long Reef Virtual Geotrail, 

using video footage to be posted on the new Ku-ring-gai GeoRegion website, which interprets 

the geology of the Sydney Basin extending from Palm Beach to North Head. 

 

During the past year, Ursula Bonzol and Angus M Robinson have briefed a newly elected 

grouping of local politicians at all three levels of government.  

 

We wish to express our thanks to the members of the Steering Committee for their outstanding 

commitment and achievements to date, noting in particular the geotrail tours that are organised 

and led by Peter Mitchell and John Martyn. In this regard, special thanks are extended to Peter 

for two such activities undertaken this year – the formal field trip associated with the 

international conference GEOFEST 2024 www.geofest.com.au held in July 2024.  

 

We thank 2023-2024 Acting Chair Angus Robinson for the wonderful job he did in organising, 

planning and driving the GeoRegion project forward while Chair Ursula Bonzol was away. 

While travelling, Ursula commenced the structure and design of the GeoRegion website with 

the web developer, which has taken up to one year to complete. We congratulate Ursula on the 

website which was a huge and complex task so well executed and recently finalised on her 

return to Sydney.    

● BETTER PLANNING NETWORK (BPN) NEWS 

At the AGM in December 2024 Christiane Berlioz along with our Vice President Janine 

Kitson were voted onto the Leadership Group of BPN. 

https://kuringgaigeoregion.au/
http://www.geofest.com.au/
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The aims of BPN are to actively promote the planning principles outlined in the BPN 

Planning for People Charter and to represent the interests of members and communities to 

government.  BPN continues to inform members such as FOKE (a foundation group 

member) of government policies and processes in the context of the many new planning 

changes across NSW. 

 

With FOKE actively represented on BPN’s Leadership Group, BPN participates in monthly 

online stakeholder meetings organised by the Department of Planning, Heritage, and 

Infrastructure. These meetings provide an opportunity to hear from Department staff on key 

initiatives and offer a valuable platform for engaging with Department staff, allowing 

stakeholders to pose questions, provide comments, and facilitate discussions. 

 

Recent topics of presentation have included: 

- Accelerated Transit-Oriented Developments (TODs) 

- Low and Midrise Developments 

- The Housing Pattern Book 

- The Housing Delivery Authority 

- Design Guidelines for Koala Exclusion Fencing 

- Development of an AI programme to use in planning assessment 

 

● NATURE CONSERVATION COUNCIL MEMBERSHIP NEWS 

 

FOKE’s membership of the Nature Conservation Council for the past ten years continues.   

The NCC is the State’s peak environment organisation and provides a single voice for 180 

environment groups across NSW dedicated to protecting and conserving the wildlife, 

landscapes and natural resources.  The NCC makes a number of submissions in response to 

environmental issues, policies and plans each year on behalf of its membership. 

 

NCC environmental policies outline a positive vision for a sustainable future for New South 

Wales. Through the annual conference, the NCC formulates policy positions on a diverse 

range of environmental issues including: 

 

• Climate Change Policy 

• Urban Density Policy 

• Biosecurity Policy 

• Bushfire Policy 

• Flying Fox Policy 

• Forest Policy 

• Intrinsic Value of Nature Policy 

• Planning Policy 

• Water Policy 

• Steady state economy policy 

 

Some of the significant government and policy issues that were covered in NCC submissions 

over 2024-25 were: 

 

• 5 Year Statutory Review of the Biodiversity Conservation Act. 

• Inquiry into Historical Development Consents in NSW 
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• Orderly Exit Management Framework Draft Exposure Bill and Rule 

• Inquiry into the Biodiversity Offsetting Amendment Bill 

• Draft Principles of a National Water Agreement 2024 

• NSW Pre-Budget Session 2025-26 

• Joint Standing Committee on Net Zero Future Net Zero Commission Report 2024 

• Independent Planning Commission RE: SSD-7592 MOD 11 as amended on 4 March 

2025 

• Draft Water Management (General) Regulation 2025 

• House Select Committee on Nuclear Energy Inquiry into Nuclear Power Generation in 

Australia 

● NATIONAL TRUST - AUSTRALIAN HERITAGE FESTIVAL 2024- 2025 

 

FOKE planned three events for the 2024 and four for the 2025 Australian Heritage Festival 

conducted through the National Trust. Janine Kitson has organised and run these events for 

FOKE over the last decade for which we are very appreciative.   

 

National Trust Heritage Festival events in 20024 included the organisation and participation 

of the GeoRegion committee members, Angus Robinson, Dr John Martyn, and Dr Peter 

Mitchell OAM, who were also involved in organising and running the 2023 events. 

 

FOKE planned four similar events for the 2024 National Trust Heritage Festival to highlight 

the Ku-ring-gai GeoRegion. We thank Dr Peter Mitchell OAM and Dr John Martyn for 

leading the walks. 

• Ku-ring-gai GeoRegion Long Reef walk - Sunday 2 June  

• Ku-ring-gai GeoRegion Sheldon Forest Walk - Saturday 8 June  

• Ku-ring-gai GeoRegion Bicentennial Park - Saturday 8 June  

 

With the terrible reality of the imposition of the NSW Government TOD policy, four 

Heritage in Peril walks were planned for the 2025 Australian Heritage Festival organised by 

the National Trust over April and May. 

• Roseville Heritage in Peril – Saturday 26 April  

• Lindfield Heritage in Peril – Sunday 27 April  

• Killara Heritage in Peril – Saturday 3 May  

• Gordon Heritage in Peril – Sunday 4 May  

 

Up to 90 people attended across the four heritage walks (the Lindfield attendance was 

unfortunately affected due to rain and no trains running that weekend).  Fifty (50) people 

registered for each walk which was a record registration for FOKE heritage festival walks. 

 

We thank Janine Kitson for planning and running the Heritage in Peril Walks programme 

this year along with the wonderful assistance of Carolyn Darby, Christiane Berlioz, Janet 

Harwood and Shankar Sapkota. 
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● FOKE WEBSITE AND FACEBOOK 

We thank Leo Martyn, web developer, for his ongoing professional assistance to FOKE. 

Ursula Bonzol continues to be our webmaster despite having taken leave from the committee 

for travelling overseas for the past year.  We thank Ursula and Janine Kitson who collaborate 

and continue to manage the website content, keeping posts on current issues affecting Ku-

ring-gai updated and promoted, as well as addressing with Leo any technical problems as 

they arise on the website.  

 

● FOKE’S STUDENT PRIZES 

 

Jan Langley Sustainability Award – East Lindfield Public School 

 

Congratulations to award winner Eric Li who enthusiastically volunteers at the Lindfield East 

PS Eco Garden. He helps water, weed, compost, the school’s garden beds as well as clean the 

boxes where the chicken lay their eggs and then sell the garden’s harvest at the school stall.  

 

This Award is presented each year in memory of Jan Langley who was a former Lindfield 

East Public School parent who volunteered for the school as well as being on the FOKE 

committee for many years by way of fulfilling her commitment to sustainability and the 

environment. 

 

Jean Posen Environment Award – Lindfield Public School 

 

Congratulations to Devansh from Lindfield Public School who was the 2024 recipient of 

Jean Posen Environment Award. This award goes to a student who exhibits passion, 

enthusiasm and a general commitment to improving sustainable practices and caring for the 

school environment. 

 

The Award remembers Jean Posen, long standing FOKE committee member and passionate 

advocate for speaking out and protecting Ku-ring-gai’s environment and heritage. Three of 

Jean’s grandchildren attended the Lindfield Public School. 

●FOKE COMMITTEE  

FOKE’s committee consists of a wonderful group of caring women —Ursula Bonzol, Joy 

Bryan, Christiane Berlioz, Carolyn Darby, Janet Harwood, Denise Hendy, Janine Kitson, 

Katrina Pickles, Dinah Warner, and Tanya Wood. I would personally like to thank them all 

so much for their commitment to FOKE and their contribution to the committee organisation 

and campaigning throughout the year.  

We continue to hold committee meetings via ZOOM since COVID but plan to hold some in 

person meetings again this year. 

I would particularly like to thank Tanya Wood who has a big task in the Treasurer’s role, 

consistently keeping the FOKE financials up to date, checking the PO Box as well as posting 

membership correspondence.  Tanya has agreed to remain as treasurer for 2025.  FOKE has 

changed the postal box address to Gordon Post Office (PO Box 584) during 2024 due to the 

closure of the Killara Post Office. 
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A special thank you to Jill Johnstone who has been managing and updating FOKE’s 

membership lists, for over 20 years.  Having her consistent assistance has been of such value 

to the FOKE committee and we are so appreciative of her ongoing helpful work. 

Our incredibly talented and hard-working Vice President, Janine Kitson has continued in the 

role to collect, organise, write, and edit the newsletter, FOKE Talk and Mailchimp Enews.  In 

changing our regular newsletter from YMLP Enews to Mailchimp we can make the digital 

newsletter format more visually interesting to read. 

 

We also congratulate Vice President Janine Kitson on being recently awarded and presented 

by Matt Cross MP “The Government of New South Wales Community Service Award”. A 

highly deserved accolade for Janine’s tireless work over many years with a variety of 

environmental and community organisations.  So well deserved. 

 

We thank FOKE’s patient Minutes Secretary, Katrina Pickles, for her great care in recording 

and writing up the committee meeting minutes after every meeting. Katrina has been 

diligently recording our committee minutes for over 20 years. 

 

 Also, our appreciation and thanks to our long-standing Public Officer Carolyn Darby, for 

attending council meetings and reporting to the committee on decisions made by Ku-ring-gai 

Council and the Sydney North Planning Panel. 

 

Special thanks again to our member and auditor Bruno Codemo, who has overseen our 

accounts and provided FOKE’s AGM Statement of Accounts since 1995. Bruno’s 

professional accounting expertise and assistance to FOKE each year is greatly appreciated.  

 

Sadly, Dinah Warner one of our longest serving committee members has decided to step 

down from the committee at the AGM.  We will miss Dinah’s passion, drive and enthusiasm 

and commitment in helping to preserve Ku-ring-gai’s heritage and environment and thank 

her sincerely for her years of wonderful contribution and assistance to the FOKE committee.  

She will be greatly missed on the committee but not forgotten. 

 

●FOKE MEMBERSHIP 

 

To our loyal FOKE members our heartfelt thanks for your ongoing support and for the 

generous donations we receive each year along with the annual renewal fee. 

 

As you will see from the FOKE audited accounts a significant proportion of our funds are 

spent on printing, postage, banners and flyers for FOKE campaigns, the Gordon Markets and 

other Sydney wide events.  Public liability insurance is also an important expenditure in 

ensuring that we are covered for any public events that we are involved in.  We also continue 

our memberships each year to the Nature Conservation Council and Better Planning Network 

to maintain a connection with other like minded environmental and heritage groups. 

 

The Ku-ring-gai Preservation Trust (KPT) donation of $4,000, being the Trust’s remaining 

funds was so timely in helping to offset FOKE’s costs spent on flyers, posters and banners 

for the Rally and the ‘Minns’ Wrecking Ball’ campaign, the campaign which also included 

the Save Greater Sydney Coalition.   
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We also thank the members and residents who have also given donations towards the 

campaign.  FOKE’s work, along with our regular meetings with Save Greater Sydney 

Coalition is ongoing. 

 

Whilst the TOD SEPP was gazetted 29 April 2024 and commenced 13 May 2024, the second 

phase of the NSW Government housing policies was announced by the Minister Scully on 

the 3 March 2025, namely the State Government’s Low and Mid-Rise Housing (LMHR) 

Policy.  That SEPP is expected to impact significant parts of Ku-ring-gai by way of 

permitting dual occupancies, terraces, town houses and manor houses. 

 

Due to the intensity of the work on the TOD, FOKE’s 30th anniversary celebrations have 

been put on the back burner and not go ahead as we had planned. 

 

The ongoing and difficult task of protecting Ku-ring-gai’s environment and heritage will be 

put to its greatest test due to the implementation of the Transport Oriented Development 

SEPP and Low and Mid-Rise Housing SEPP which are both well underway across Ku-ring-

gai and NSW. 

 

With nineteen (19) Ku-ring-gai nine-ten storey TOD State Significant developments already 

registered by May on the NSW Government Portal, FOKE will have its work cut out in 

responding to most if not all these development proposals.  Currently there are five on 

exhibition and submissions due before the end of May. 

 

FOKE remains as always committed to work on behalf of members to keep members 

engaged with proposals which impact Ku-ring-gai. 2025, as pointed out above, will be 

another year for community activism not only in Ku-ring-gai but across Greater Sydney 

through the connections we have made with Save Greater Sydney Coalition.  The massive 

rezoning changes highlight the considerable heritage and environmental issues at stake, 

including urban density, infrastructure pressures, climate change issues and further 

ecological and biodiversity degradation. 

 

● IN CLOSING 

 

FOKE is committed to pass onto future generations a Ku-ring-gai which has a long and 

ecologically sustainable future, a future which is at now increasingly at stake and at the 

mercy of the NSW Government and the property and development industry.  

 

As a committee we cannot do this alone and so we will be calling on members for support 

throughout the year in our efforts to try to hold back the further destruction of Ku-ring-gai’s 

significant heritage and environment, particularly by the imposed by the new housing 

policies introduced by the NSW Government. 

 

We wish our members good health, and a happy and safe year ahead and look forward to 

welcoming you all to the 31st AGM in 2026. 

 

Kathy Cowley 

 

PRESIDENT 

May 2025 
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APPENDIX 

 

 

 
CALENDER OF ACTIVITIES & EVENTS  May 2024 -May 2025  
 

MAY 2024 

• Ku-ring-gai Council unanimously votes to take legal action against the NSW 

Government’s Transport Orientated Development (TOD) State Environment 

Planning Policy at an Extraordinary Meeting (8 May 2024). 

• Ku-ring-gai Council resolved to commence studies around the four Transport 

Oriented Development precincts of Gordon, Killara, Lindfield, and Roseville. 

Council’s aim was to explore better resident outcomes than what was expected to 

be implemented under the TOD SEPP at the Extraordinary Meeting of Council. 

Mayoral Minute from Council’s Extraordinary Meeting of Council of 8 May 

2024. 

Council also requested the studies, scenario analysis and community engagement 

be presented before councillors within nine months for a decision (8 May 2024). 

• FOKE presents evidence to the Upper House Inquiry into the Planning System 

and the impacts of climate change on communities and the environment (10 May 

2024). Video of FOKE's evidence can be found on the NSW Parliament's 

YouTube channel. 

• Ku-ring-gai Council submits its Summons (Case Number 2024/00173748) and 

commences legal action against the TOD at the Land & Environment Court 10 

May 2024). 

• FOKE farewells resident Jennifer Harvey, an outstandingly meticulous and 

professional Ku-ring-gai historian who researched Ku-ring-gai’s outstanding 20th 

Century built heritage that lay the foundation for many of Ku-ring-gai's Heritage 

Conservation Areas (11 May 2024). 

• Ku-ring-gai Council vs NSW Minister for Planning and Public Spaces lodged 

with the NSW Land & Environment Court (10 May 2024).  

• NSW Government's Transport Oriented Development (TOD) SEPP comes into 

effect (13 May 2024). 

• FOKE holds the talk "GeoRegion = GeoWonder" by Dr Peter Mitchell OAM to 

celebrate the 2024 Australian Heritage Festival event (18 May 2024). 

• FOKE presents evidence to the Upper House to the Transport Oriented 

Development Inquiry (20 May 2024).  

• FOKE AGM where FOKE President Kathy Cowley presents President's Report 

(22 May 2024). 

• Video of FOKE's evidence can be found on the NSW Parliament's You Tube 

channel. 

• FOKE Committee Members attend Ku-ring-gai Council talk "Ku-ring-gai’s 

Valued Architectural Heritage" by Dr Zeny Edwards OAM (29 May 2024). 

• FOKE receives a $1000 Bendigo Bank staff community grant at the Warrawee 

Bowling Club (31 May 2024). 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLb7SKvfgKNwYFhY4o_KX-S-Oc3z444jRs
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLb7SKvfgKNwYFhY4o_KX-S-Oc3z444jRs
https://www.krg.nsw.gov.au/files/assets/public/v/1/ia-council/not-trimmed/2024-177083-sealed-copy-of-summons-filed-and-served-10-may-202494411076.1.pdf
https://studio.youtube.com/playlist/PLb7SKvfgKNwaWv1v2hfMS-hPlsozxHspf/videos
https://studio.youtube.com/playlist/PLb7SKvfgKNwaWv1v2hfMS-hPlsozxHspf/videos
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JUNE 2024 

• Scott Farlow MLC & Shadow Minister for Planning loses private member's bill 

to disallow the TOD SEPP (5 June 2024). 

• FOKE holds a guided walking tour of Sheldon Forest led by Dr John Martyn to 

celebrate the Australian Heritage Festival 2024 event (8 June 2024). 

• FOKE holds a guided walking tour of Bicentennial Park, West Pymble, led by Dr 

John Martyn to celebrate the Australian Heritage Festival 2024 event (8 June 

2024). 

• FOKE writes submission opposing issuing a lease for three groups of cabins in 

the Gardens of Stone State Conservation Area (24 June 2024). 

• FOKE writes to Sue Higginson MLC, Chair Portfolio 7 Committee requesting 

that the evidence of Dr Peter Tulip be noted as misleading and intentionally 

discredits FOKE as a community organisation (24 June 2024). 

• FOKE meets with Matt Cross MP for Davidson (14 June 2024). 

 

JULY 2024 

• FOKE publishes its FOKE Talk Newsletter (July 2024). 

• FOKE holds stall at Gordon Markets (14 July 2024). 

• FOKE receives $3,600 Ku-ring-gai Environmental Levy Grant for Ku-ring-gai 

GeoRegion: Establish sign at Bicentennial Park about geological history (16 July 

2024). 

• FOKE attends documentary 'The Koala" at Roseville Cinema (17 July 2024). 

• FOKE holds information stalls at the Ku-ring-gai Council community forums for 

the Low and Mid-rise SEPP at Ku-ring-gai Council Chambers, Turramurra 

Masonic Hall, St Ives Anglican Church & St Albans Church Lindfield. 

• FOKE meets with Scott Farlow MLC, Shadow Minister for Planning with 

representatives from the Save Greater Sydney Coalition (22 July 2024). 

• FOKE provides supplementary evidence to the Transport Oriented Development 

Inquiry on the SimTable Bushfire video affecting Roseville (23 July 2024). 

Watch the Ku-ring-gai Council SimTable of Roseville Bushfire HERE 

• Council resolves to seek an interim heritage order (IHO) for heritage 

conservation areas in the TOD precincts.  

 

AUGUST 2024 

• FOKE holds a guided walking tour of Long Reef Walk with Dr Peter Mitchell 

OAM to celebrate the Australian Heritage Festival 2024 (4 August 2024). 

• Alister Henskens SC MP for Wahroonga hosts the SGSC/ FOKE event at the 

NSW Parliament Theatrette (7 August 2024) 

• FOKE works with Save Greater Sydney Coalition (SGSC) to hold the forum 

'Getting Housing Right: Why it Matters?’at the NSW Parliament Theatrette with 

guest speakers Dr Elizabeth Farrelly, Sharon Veale, Michael Pascoe, Saul Deane, 

Dr Peter Sheridan AM, and The Hon. Scott Farlow (7 August 2024). 

• FOKE holds an information stall at Gordon Markets (11 August 2024). 

• For the first time FOKE joins other community groups and sends a set of 

questions to all candidates standing in the local government election with 

deadline (23 August 2024). 

• Peter Achterstraat, NSW Productivity & Equality Commissioner makes 32 

recommendations to boost more housing in NSW as outlined in the Review of 

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/hhb5bbw3nc60j0ofnjzhw/TOD-presentation-compressed.mp4?rlkey=7bwfv6chc51z0twle28thzkxa&e=1&st=kkfp5xj2&dl=0
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housing supply challenges & policy options for NSW Final Report. He 

recommends:  

* Clearing barriers to more density; in the northern suburbs; • legislating to clear 

development bottlenecks;  

*fast-tracking extra floors on already-approved apartment projects; • 

Implementing pro-housing regulations;  

*Extending the TODs. 

• FOKE produces the poster/flyer: 

 
The Minns’ wrecking ball is ill-thought and threatens everything that makes local 

character unique and essential to Sydney. Importantly it does nothing for 

affordability.  

 

• At the Ordinary Meeting of Council under item C1 (decision #178) council 

resolved: 

 (Moved: Councillors Ngai/Wheatley)  That in relation to the matters in this 

report, Council endorses the content of the Mayor's late confidential memo dated 

13 August 2024, a copy of which is initialled at the Meeting by the Mayor. 

 For the Resolution:  The Mayor, Councillor Ngai, Councillors Kay, Lennon, 

Smith, A. Taylor, G. Taylor, Ward and Wheatley 

 Against the Resolution:  Councillors Pettett and Spencer 

 CARRIED  

 The Mayor’s late confidential memo provided guidance for the mediation which 

was to take place in late September 2024. However, this mediation was delayed 

by the State Government and rescheduled for November 2024 (13 August 2024). 

• FOKE takes Dr Elizabeth Farrelly on a guided car tour of the Roseville, 

Lindfield, Killara and Gordon TOD and Low to Mid-Rise SEPP areas and their 

impacts on Heritage Conservation Areas and on local heritage items (26 August 

2024). 

• NSW Government advised Ku-ring-gai Council that it was not intending to 

support the TOD located Heritage Conservation Areas Interim Heritage Order IHO 

(29 August 2024) 

 

SEPTEMBER 2024 

• FOKE holds an information stall at Gordon Markets (8 September 2024). 

https://www.krg.nsw.gov.au/files/assets/public/v/1/hptrim/information-management-publications-public-website-ku-ring-gai-council-website-planning-and-development/letter-from-the-hon-penny-sharpe-mlc-27aug24.pdf
https://www.krg.nsw.gov.au/files/assets/public/v/1/hptrim/information-management-publications-public-website-ku-ring-gai-council-website-planning-and-development/letter-from-the-hon-penny-sharpe-mlc-27aug24.pdf
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• Ku-ring-gai Council local government election with new incumbents Councillors 

Indu Balachandran (Gordon Ward) and Matt Devlin (Comenarra Ward)  joining 

Council along with the re-elected Councillors Christine Kay (St Ives Ward & 

elected as Mayor), Martin Smith (St Ives Ward), Kim Wheately (Wahroonga 

Ward, elected as Deputy Mayor), Cedric Spencer (Wahroonga Ward), Jeff Pettet 

(Comenarra Ward), Sam Ngai (Roseville Ward) and Alec Taylor (Roseville 

Ward). Simon Lennor (Gordon Ward) & Greg Taylor (Comenarra Ward) were 

not re-elected (14 September 2024). 

• At least 34 Expressions of Interest on the market, involving over 100 individual 

properties, with potential for up to 3,300 new apartments (late September 2024). 

 

OCTOBER 2024 

• Oath/ Affirmation of Office by Ku-ring-gai Councillors & election of Mayor 

Christine Kay and Deputy Mayor Kim Wheatley (8 October 2024). 

• Councillor briefing on scenarios (9 October 2024). 

• FOKE holds an information stall at Gordon Markets (13 October 2024). 

• Council has received  

- one DA and 2 pre-DAs with potential for about 150 new dwellings;  

- three Planning Proposals with potential for about 1,200 dwellings (two 

predating the TOD SEPP; and  

- some twenty-four (24) enquiries and/or requests for de-listing of Heritage items 

for which no specialist heritage advice has been provided in support (October 

2024). 

• Upper House Inquiry Report into the Development of the Transport Oriented 

Development Program (15 October 2024). 

• Confidential item re Land & Environment Court of NSW - TOD SEPP where 

community was told to leave the Council building and were not invited back to 

receive outcome of confidential meeting (30 October 2024).  

• The 8 May 2024 resolution requires both community engagement and the 

scenarios to be presented to Councillors for a decision within 9 months, being 

February 2025.  This means consultation needs to be undertaken prior to 

Christmas to meet the timeline. The Extraordinary Meeting will provide Council 

with the opportunity to consider the scenarios and timeline and decide whether to 

proceed to consultation. Extraordinary meeting to receive Officers' Report on 

whether to adopt exhibiting housing scenarios to explore better resident outcomes 

for the four Transport Oriented Development precincts of Gordon, Killara, 

Lindfield and Roseville.  Primary objectives for the study are:  

a) to retain and protect Heritage Conservation Areas (HCAs); 

b) to improve urban canopy outcomes; and 

c) to meet the dwelling targets stipulated by the State Government for the TOD 

program (30 October 2024) 

 

NOVEMBER 2024 

• FOKE holds an information stall at Gordon Markets (10 November 2024). 

• FOKE meets with Matt Cross MP for Davidson (11 November 2024). 

• FOKE meets with Mayor of Ku-ring-gai, Mayor Cr Christine Kay, General 

Manager David Marshall and staff (11 November 2024). 

https://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/lcdocs/inquiries/3035/Final%20-%20TOD%20Report%20-%2010%20December%202024%20with%20erratum.pdf
https://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/lcdocs/inquiries/3035/Final%20-%20TOD%20Report%20-%2010%20December%202024%20with%20erratum.pdf
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• NSW Premier Chris Minns announces the establishment of a new Housing 

Delivery Authority (HAD) to bypass councils and make it easier for developers to 

bypass council with development proposals exceeding $60 million for fast 

tracking major residential housing projects (15 November 2024). 

• Non-statutory public exhibition to commence on Council's draft land use options 

Nov-Dec 2024. 

• Upper House Inquiry Report into Planning system and the impacts of climate 

change on the environment and communities (19 November 2024) including 

FOKE 2023 submission. 

• Land & Environment Court directed Mediation with NSW Government (21 

November 2024). 

• Ku-ring-gai Council Vs NSW Government TOD be listed for further directions 

(22 November 2024). 

• Ku-ring-gai Council accept a mediation agreement with NSW Department of 

Planning but continues with the legal action (26 November 2024).  

• FOKE submission to NSW Office of Local Government regarding Councillor 

conduct and meeting practice review (28 November 2024). 

 

DECEMBER 2024 

• FOKE publishes its FOKE Talk Newsletter (December 2024). 

• NSW Premier Chris Minns referred to Independent Commission Against 

Corruption (ICAC) over his relationship with one of the key figures behind the 

redevelopment of the Rosehill Racecourse (5 December 2024). 

• FOKE holds an information stall at Gordon Markets (8 December 2024). 

• FOKE presents Jan Posen Environment Award for Lindfield Public School 

student. (10 December 2024) 

• FOKE presents Jan Langley Sustainability Award for Lindfield East Public 

School student. (11 December 2024) 

• FOKE presents evidence to the North Sydney Planning Panel opposing the 

rezoning of Lizard Rock (9 December 2024).  

• FOKE submits its Transport Oriented Development (TOD) Alternate Housing 

Scenarios submission to Ku-ring-gai Council (10 December 2024). 

• Non-statutory public exhibition on council’s TOD five alternative scenarios to the 

TOD SEPP closes. (17 December 2024) 

• Mayor announces that Council has reached an agreement with the NSW 

Government in relation to planning in the Transport Oriented Development 

(TOD) precincts at Roseville, Lindfield, Killara and Gordon. Under the 

agreement, the government is supporting Council to develop locally responsive 

planning controls to deliver the target of 23,200 new homes in Ku-ring-gai by 

2031. Mayor encourages Ku-ring-gai residents to have their say on our alternative 

housing scenarios before submissions close on Tuesday 17 December (13 

December 2024). 

• Submissions to council’s TOD five alternative housing scenarios close (17 

December 2024). 

• Council has discussions with the NSW Government on Council’s approach (if 

Council adopts scenarios for exhibition).  The Primary objectives for the study 

are:  

a) to retain and protect Heritage Conservation Areas (HCAs) 

https://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/lcdocs/inquiries/2987/Report%20No.%2024%20-%20PC7%20-%20Planning%20system%20and%20the%20impacts%20of%20climate%20change%20on%20the%20environment%20and%20communities.PDF
https://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/lcdocs/inquiries/2987/Report%20No.%2024%20-%20PC7%20-%20Planning%20system%20and%20the%20impacts%20of%20climate%20change%20on%20the%20environment%20and%20communities.PDF
https://www.krg.nsw.gov.au/Planning-and-development/Changes-to-NSW-Government-housing-policy/Transport-Oriented-Development#:~:text=That%20the%20NSW%20Government%20provide,directions%20on%204%20October%202024.
https://ku-ring-gaicouncil.createsend1.com/t/r-i-thltjijt-l-j/
https://ku-ring-gaicouncil.createsend1.com/t/r-i-thltjijt-l-j/
https://ku-ring-gaicouncil.createsend1.com/t/r-i-thltjijt-l-t/
https://ku-ring-gaicouncil.createsend1.com/t/r-i-thltjijt-l-t/
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b) to improve urban canopy outcomes, and 

c) to meet the dwelling targets stipulated by the State Government for the TOD 

program (28 December 2024). 

 

JANUARY 2025 

• FOKE answers questions to ABC News journalist Catherine Hanrahan for story on 

TOD developments on the North Shore. 

• ABC reports that 2024 was the hottest year on record and the first calendar year in 

which the earth was more than 1.5 degrees Celsius warmer than pre-industrial times 

(13 January 2025). 

• Los Angeles fires. ‘It is only a matter of time before something like what is happening 

in LA happens in Australia.’ Says Dr Stephen Sutton, former director of Bushfires NT. 

 

FEBRUARY 2025 

• ABC News NSW Report on Ku-ring-gai (25 February 2025). 

• FOKE submission to the Dual Occupancy Minimum Lot Size (20 February 2025). 

• Community engagement reported to Council outlining the outcomes of community 

engagement in relation to alternative scenarios to the TOD SEPP amendments for 

Roseville and Gordon Ward in light of the primary objectives:  

a)   to retain and protect Heritage Conservation Areas (HCAs); 

b)   to improve urban canopy outcomes; and 

c)   to meet the dwelling targets stipulated by the State Government for the TOD 

program. 

• FOKE meeting with MP for Davidson Matt Cross and Bradfield candidate Gisele 

Kapterian (24 February 2025). 

• FOKE E-News (18 February 2025). 

• Janine Kitson, FOKE Vice-President, interviewed by ABC News Catherine Hanrahan 

(12 February 2025). 

• FOKE Committee meeting (10 February 2025). 

• FOKE Information stall at Gordon Markets (9 February 2025). 

• FOKE attends Dual Occupancy online information session (4 February 2025). 

• Residents receive notice of first State Significant Development in 3-9 Park Avenue, 

Gordon (February 2025). 

 

MARCH 2025 

• FOKE publishes FOKE Newsletter (March 2025). 

• As of March 2025 FOKE knew of NINE State Significant Development (SSD)  

Applications on the NSW Government Planning Portal: 

1. 3-9 Park Avenue, Gordon 

2. 2-4Woodside Avenue and 1-3 Reid Street Lindfield 

3. 21-27 Roseville Avenue and 16-24 Lord Street, Roseville  

4. 2-8 Highgate Road, Lindfield 

5. 27-29 Tryon Road, Lindfield 

6. 12-16 Bent Street, Lindfield 

7. 59-63 Trafalgar Avenue 1A & 1B Valley Road, Lindfield 

8. 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14 & 16 Pockley Avenue, Roseville 

9. 2-4 Larkin Street & 1-5 Pockley Avenue, Roseville  
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• FOKE attends Ku-ring-gai Council Public Forum and Extraordinary Meeting 

regarding the public exhibition of Council’s Preferred Scenario (31 March 2025). 

• FOKE Submission for State Significant Development (SSD) United Protestant 

Association’s Seniors Housing Development (SSD— 73603959) at 1610, 1614-1634 

Pacific Highway & 5 Munderah Street, Wahroonga. Over a four-year construction 

period, this project will cause massive traffic impacts, especially from construction 

trucks entering and exiting the Pacific Highway at Wahroonga (31 March 2025). 

• FOKE writes to Ku-ring-gai Mayor Cr Christine Kay asking her to put out a Mayoral 

Minute following Lord Mayor Clover Moore’s Mayoral Minute regarding the concern 

that the Housing Delivery Authority reinstates Part 3A which were abolished by the 

former Liberal Party at their first cabinet meeting in 2011 because of their 

unpopularity.  

• FOKE submission regarding Ku-ring-gai Council’s Affordable Housing Policy 

• FOKE information stall at Gordon Markets (9 March 2025). 

• FOKE recommences attending Save Greater Sydney Coalition (SGSC) meetings. 

SGSC represents community groups, heritage advocates, environmentalists, urban 

planners, economists, and concerned citizens who are committed to thoughtful 

ecological sustainable development, that respects heritage, whilst meeting our housing 

needs. SGSC was formed in 2024 in response to the 

NSW Government's undemocratic, ‘one size fails all’ Transport Oriented 

Development (TOD) State Environment Planning Policy (SEPP), Low to Mid-Rise 

Housing and Dual Occupancy SEPP. 

• FOKE Submission on Ku-ring-gai Council Green Grid Strategy (12 March 2025). 

• FOKE received grant for GeoRegion project of $1000 presented at the 21st Birthday 

Celebration - Bendigo Adelaide Bank Lindfield Branch (18 March).  

• FOKE meets with Ku-ring-gai Council General Manager (26 March 2025) and is 

supported by representatives for Gordon and Roseville residents affected by State 

Significant Development (SSD). 

• FOKE meeting with Bradfield Candidate Nicolette Boele (25 March 2025). 

• FOKE attends Budget Estimates with Paul Scully, NSW Planning Minister being 

questioned (4 March 2025). 

 

APRIL 2025 

• FOKE attends Save Greater Sydney Coalition (SGSC) meeting (30 April 2025). 

• FOKE Australian Heritage Festival Lindfield Heritage in Peril Walk (27 April 2025). 

• FOKE Australian Heritage Festival Roseville Heritage in Peril Walk (26 April 2025). 

• Public exhibition concludes regarding Council’s Preferred Scenario (22 April 2025). 

• Save Greater Sydney Coalition E-News includes FOKE issues (20 April 2025). 

• FOKE Submission on Ku-ring-gai Council’s Preferred Scenario (16 April 2025). 

• FOKE Committee Meeting (14 April 2025). 

• FOKE Information Stall at Gordon Markets (13 April 2025). 

• FOKE attends Save Greater Sydney Coalition (SGSC) meeting (6 April 2025). 

 

MAY 2025 

• FOKE AGM (21 May 2025). 

• Meeting with Scott Farlow, Shadow NSW Planning Minister (21 May 2025). 

• FOKE meets with SEC Newgate Consultants regarding update on Uniting Gordon 

Development Masterplan (19 May 2025). 
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• FOKE attends Save Greater Sydney Coalition Meeting (14 May 2025). 

• FOKE Information Stall, Gordon Markets (11 May 2025). 

 

19 State Significant Developments (SSDs) registered with Department of Planning, 

Housing and Infrastructure (DPH1):   

*   SSD development application not within the council’s Preferred Scenario TOD 

defined areas 

o 3-9 Park Avenue Gordon (100 apartments) CPDM P/L (on exhibition 21 May 

2025) 

o 2-4 Woodside & Amp1-3 Reid Street Lindfield (89 apartments) CPDM P/L (on 

exhibition to 28 May) 

o 21-27 Roseville Avenue and 16-24 Oliver Road Roseville (259 apartments) 

Hyecorp P/L (on exhibition to 28 May) * 

o 2-8 Highgate Road Lindfield (84 apartments) CPDM P/L (on exhibition to 28 

May) 

o 27-29 Tryon Road Lindfield (76 apartments) Bridgestone Projects P/L (on 

exhibition to 21 May 2025) 

o 12-16 Bent Street Lindfield (115 apartments) Trustee for The Sundale Northland 

Development Unit Trust (on exhibition to 21 May) 

o 59-63 Trafalgar Avenue, 1A and 1B Valley Road Lindfield (237 apartments) (on 

exhibition to 3 June) * 

o 2,4,6,8,10,12,14, & 16 Pockley Avenue Roseville (178 apartments) Aqualand  

o 2-4 Larkin Street and 1-5 Pockley Avenue Roseville (111 apartments) Aqualand 

o 17-21 Shirley Road Roseville (80 apartments) Lindfield Estate P/L * 

o 10, 14, & 14a Stanhope Road Killara (135) CPDM P/L (on exhibition to 3 June)  

o 9-21 Beaconsfield Road Lindfield (400 apartments) Deicorp P/L 

o  1-5 Nelson Road Lindfield (200 apartments) Castle Hill No 7 P/L * 

o 11-19 Middle Harbour Road Lindfield (210 apartments) Castle hill No7 P/L 

o 16-20 Middle Harbour Road Lindfield (100 apartments) Keylan 

o 3a,3b,5a, 7 Burgoyne and 1&3 Pearson Avenue and 4 Burgoyne Lane Gordon (105 

apartments) Willow Tree Planning * 

o 24, 26, 28 Middle Harbour Road Lindfield (50 apartments) Trustee for MHR 

Lindfield Trust 

o 19-25 Balfour Road Lindfield (98 apartments) Balfour Group P/L 

o 21,23 &25 McIntosh Street and 55 Werona Avenue Gordon (165 apartments) 

CPDM Pty Ltd (listed 5/5/25) * 

• FOKE Australian Heritage Festival ‘Roseville Heritage in Peril Walk’ (26 April 

2025). 

• FOKE Australian Heritage Festival ‘Lindfield Heritage in Peril Walk’ (27 April 

2025).  

• FOKE Australian Heritage Festival ‘Gordon Heritage in Peril Walk’ (4 May 2025). 

• FOKE Australian Heritage Festival ‘Killara Heritage in Peril Walk’ (3 May 2025).  

• Ku-ring-gai council reports that council has TOD Development Applications which 

will be determined by the Sydney North Planning Panel (SNPP) for:  

o 3 &3A Beaconsfield Road Lindfield eDA0180/25 (88 apartments)  

o 17,19 &21 Shirley Road Roseville eDA0190/25 (56 apartments)  

o 23 -25 Lorne Avenue Killara eDA0157/25 (55 apartments)  

o 7-9 & 11 Pockley Avenue Roseville eDA0189/25 (42 apartments) 
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o 5-7 Middle Harbour Road Lindfield eDA0182/25 (61 apartments)  

o 24 & 26 Russell Avenue Lindfield eDA0219/25 (50 apartments)  

o 18-20 Roseville Avenue Roseville eDA0254/25 (41 apartments)  

o 19-25 Balfour Street Lindfield eDA0250/25 (98 apartments) 
 

 


